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Message from
the CEO
My entire career has been
dedicated to improving the
lives of young people and
not a day goes by where I
have not been mindful of the
safety of children – children,
whose families have entrusted
me and my staff to care for
them. Recent media reports of
various tragedies throughout
the United States have
affected me deeply.
In December, I called a
mandatory staff meeting
to begin the process of
reviewing our safety
procedures to reaffirm that we
have appropriate action plans
in place and to make any
necessary updates to reinforce
our commitment to providing
a safe haven for children.
The heads of every emergency
response team in the Town
of Becket were invited to our
site last month to begin what
will be regular conversations
about syncing our action
plans and to make regular
and necessary modifications
when needed. The fire and
police departments are
returning later this spring for
an in-depth tour of our 1,400
acres and I have enlisted a
security consultant to evaluate
our emergency plans to make
any recommendations for
improvements.
By June, we plan to have
these updates in place so our
summer staff can be briefed
and trained on revised safety
procedures and processes.
(cont’d on pg 2)
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Leading Board of Trustees a
Highlight for Chair Jack Sharry
Outgoing Board of Trustee Chair, Jack Sharry, can
reflect on his ten year tenure with many high points.
Being a part of an organization that has influenced
his four sons – John, Alex, Will and Michael – all
former Camp Becket campers and staff is the very
best part.
“One of the best decisions my wife Jean and I
made for our children and our family was to send
them to Camp Becket. What they experienced and
learned here has been instrumental in making them
the wonderful people we think they are today. To
be part of an organization that profoundly affected
our children and other children has been one of the
highlights of my life.”
Jack feels fortunate to have worked closely with, and
followed in the footsteps of, past board chairs Amy
Gutschenritter, Kim Silcox and Ted Grave, who all
had a hand in moving the Board of Trustees from a
tactical focus to a more visionary and strategic
concentration.
“We all had our hand on the tiller to
make sure we did the right things to
ensure Becket-Chimney Corners
YMCA was truly ‘changing
lives for good.’ Three
major initiatives

Jack spearheaded and steered to success were the new
branding and marketing for Becket-Chimney Corners
YMCA, developing and executing an ongoing strategic
planning process and instituting a highly professional
fund-raising effort.
“Branding is a statement of who you are – your values
and what matters – and we all had our different ways of
articulating that for the Camps and Berkshire Outdoor
Center. However, a brand is much more powerful when
everyone speaks the same language.” Jack, a marketing
and sales executive for LifeYield and previously The
Phoenix Companies, initiated a taskforce and passed the
leadership onto former trustee Anne Condon to research,
develop and present a new brand for Becket-Chimney
Corners YMCA.
(cont’d on pg 4)

Above photo: Jack and Jean Sharry at the Becket Library with their sons John, Will, Alex and Michael in 2009.
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I also look forward to sharing these
updates with you in future issues of the
Becket-Chimney Corners YMCA NEWS.
Children should not go to school or
camp or anywhere and not feel safe.
Children should only be thinking
about having fun, learning something
new, making a new friend, setting
and achieving a new goal and feeling
renewed and energized by these new
accomplishments. Of course, there
is always inherent risk in anything
that we do in life, however we have a
responsibility to anticipate the safety
needs of our campers and guests every
day.
In this issue of the Becket-Chimney
Corners YMCA NEWS you will meet
Board Chair Jack Sharry, featured on
Page One. Jack is a strong proponent
of the camps, leading numerous new
initiatives in recent years, including
the establishment of our Risk/Audit
Committee which is another avenue we
use to ensure the safety of our facilities.
Also in this issue, you can meet two new
Trustees who recently joined our Board
and find out about two new social media
outlets to access more Becket-Chimney
Corners YMCA news – The Berkshire
Outdoor Center Blog and Twitter
Account and the “My Life is Chimney”
Facebook page created by a Chimney
Corners LIT.
We are also excited to invite you to
participate in one of our Deeds of Love
and Service Day team efforts this June.
Learn more about this important day and
how you can volunteer to change lives in
your community on page six.
Thank you for allowing us to share in the
lives of children. It is a privilege that we
take very seriously.
Amici & Agape,
Phil Connor
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Camp Alumnae Join
BCCYMCA Board of Trustees
Board Chair Jack Sharry and Vice Chair
Drew Lipsher are pleased to welcome
two new Trustees to the BecketChimney Corners YMCA Board.

Julia (Millman) Austin

Julia (Millman) Austin is a Chimney Corners alumna
and parent to three Chimney Corners campers
and ICEP participants. Julia credits the camp for
developing her and her daughters’ independence,
creative spirit and leadership skills. She is thrilled
to volunteer as a Trustee to ensure the magic
continues for future generations. As Vice President of
Innovation at VMware, Julia focuses on advancing
VMware into new technology and product areas by
fostering and funding new innovations. She also
oversees the VMware Academic Program (VMAP)
which sponsors collaborative research and thought
leadership with academic partners. In addition, Julia
is the Site Director for the VMware Cambridge, MA
research lab. Julia has over 20 years of extensive
experience managing technology teams in both
mature and start-up organizations.
Prior to VMware, Julia was the Vice President of
Engineering at Akamai Technologies. Julia received
her BA from the University of Massachusetts,
Amherst and is a graduate of Boston University’s
School of Business where she received her Master of
Science degree in Management Information Systems.

Monique (Robenson) Jean

Monique (Robenson) Jean is also a Chimney Corners
alumna. She is a Vice President in the Legal and
Compliance Division of Morgan Stanley Smith Barney
(MSSB), where she provides advice relating to MSSB
and its affiliate bank Morgan Stanley Private Bank,
National Association (MSPBNA), on issues pertaining

Julia
(Millman) Austin

Monique
(Robenson) Jean

to mortgage laws and regulations applicable to
Financial Advisors and Private Bankers. Monique
is also the Subcommittee Chair of Morgan
Stanley’s Legal and Compliance Division
Diversity & Inclusion Committee’s (LCDDIC)
Outside Counsel Survey.
A graduate of Iona College, Monique also
received her JD from Pace University School
of Law. She and her husband Carl look forward
to having their two children attend BecketChimney Corners YMCA.
In addition to the enlistment of Julia and
Monique, the Board of Trustees voted to
welcome and include presidents of all three
volunteer committees to join the board as nonvoting members. They are JoAnna McCort
Fischman, president of the Moms’ Association,
Lee Martin, President of the Dads’ Association
and Stephanie Donohue, President of the
Alumni Council.
The Board of Trustees is charged with the
oversight of the strategic plan and the financial
management of the Camps and Berkshire
Outdoor Center.

Los Angeles based Camp
Becket alumni Jon Lucas
and Larry Andries met with
Chief Development Officer
Brenda Marsian and CEO
Phil Connor in February at
The Smokehouse Restaurant.
Larry Andries, a former
Camp Becket staff person,
BCCYMCA Board of Trustee
and Emmy nominated
television writer has been
instrumental in helping many
alumni get their careers started
in Hollywood including Jon Lucas. Jon is currently filming a sit com pilot for ABC having enjoyed success
screenwriting The Hangover, Ghosts of Girlfriends Past and Four Christmases, to name a few. Jon’s directorial
debut is 21 and Over set for release this month.

Read All About it –
New Berkshire Outdoor Center Blog

Berkshire Outdoor Center shares the magical Becket-Chimney Corners YMCA
experience with a variety of guests of all ages, all year long.
Sarah Strull, Berkshire Outdoor Center Assistant
Director, has plenty of examples of that magic,
and is blogging and Tweeting all about it.
Since 1991, Berkshire Outdoor Center has been
providing programs for youth groups, schools and
corporations – taking people out of their routine
and shaking it up with some quality time in the
Berkshires under the tutelage of facilitators skilled
in bringing out the best in individuals and groups.
Berkshire Outdoor Center follows the same
philosophy as the rest of Becket-Chimney Corners
YMCA and applies it in an abbreviated period of
time; as short as one day or as long as a week.
The new Berkshire Outdoor Center Blog
and Twitter account (@BerkshireOC) is an
opportunity to give examples of the special stories
from guests and staff that have been moved and
inspired by their experiences.

“I want to create a place where we can write about
what really makes Berkshire Outdoor Center
great and have it be more than just the details on
booking a group and what we offer for programs.
I want to show our programs through the eyes
of our participants. I hope that a new guest
will be inspired to book a visit so they can have
that same experience,” explains Sarah, who has
been busy this fall and winter welcoming nearly
100 alumni to the New Year’s Eve Weekend,
165 women for Women’s Wellness Weekend in
January (which is expanding to two weekends
next year because of the increased demand) and
continuing to bring school groups for customized
programs to enhance their academic curriculum
via environmental and leadership retreats.
In December, Berkshire Outdoor Center facilitated
a team building program for Becket-Chimney
Corners YMCA Board of Trustees, and the
program was so well received that two trustees

enlisted Berkshire Outdoor Center to visit their
companies to run team building programs. This is
a growing opportunity to take Berkshire Outdoor
Center out of the Berkshires and deliver it to
communities, schools and companies who perhaps
do not have the time or the money to travel to
Becket for an extended visit.
“I want the Becket-Chimney Corners YMCA
community to have a better understanding of our
programs and what we can do to change lives for
good. The Berkshire Outdoor Center Blog can
showcase the width and breadth of our programs –
who we serve, how we serve them and why what
we do makes a real impact,” adds Sarah.
You can visit the Berkshire Outdoor Center
Blog from bccymca.org or via @BerkshireOC
on Twitter, or simply go directly to
berkshireoutdoorcenter.wordpress.com.

‘My Life is Chimney’ Facebook Page Extends Camp Experience
Wouldn’t it be great if every day was like being at camp? For Lucia Pierson,
a 2012 LIT and REACH participant, every day is and she shares this
philosophy with over 300 Chimney Corners campers, staff and alumnae on
her Facebook page “My Life is Chimney.”
“You only get to be at camp for one month so I wanted that Chimney
Corners experience to linger throughout the other eleven months of the year.
I wanted to create a way to remind girls about Chimney Corners and what
it stands for every time they logged on to the site,” explains Lucia, who
is eagerly awaiting to return to camp this summer to take on an assistant
counselor role.
The Facebook site went live following the summer of 2011 and has become
a time capsule of posts from Chimney Corners’ enthusiasts who share
how they taught a friend how to apply PACE (Positive Attitude Changes
Everything) to work through a problem, or scheduling a virtual cabin chat to
help “My Life is Chimney” followers reflect on their day’s highlights.
On New Year’s Eve, at the stroke of midnight, Chimney Campers posted
photos of themselves holding candles from camp and stating their
resolutions, including this one:

“Lit my candle at the stroke of midnight, I miss you all so
much and my resolution is to go double session so I can
have more time for you all.”

Other posts talk about moments during the day that bring the camper back to
camp, including this one:

“I was in a shoe store looking for Chimney Birkenstocks
and “I Want it That Way” came onto the radio. Later I got
a letter in the mail from the Constellaides that were in
my yoga class telling me to love myself no matter what.
Definitely a Chimney day!!!”
For Lucia, the “My Life is Chimney”
Facebook page is a celebration of her
love for Chimney Corners Camp.

Lucia Pierson

“Chimney Corners Camp has shaped
me in a way no other experience
could. Camp allows you to grow
into a strong person and allows girls
to love all the qualities and quirks
that make up who they are. This
site reminds us of what we learned
at Chimney”
In addition to the “My Life is
Chimney” Facebook page, alumni,
parents and campers can like
Becket-Chimney Corners YMCA’s
Facebook page, along with each
of the individual camps’ sites.
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Leading Board of Trustees a Highlight for Chair Jack Sharry
In 2009, an enhanced logo based on the much loved symbols of Chimney
Corners Camp and Camp Becket, along with a new website, email
marketing system and newsletter design were unveiled. Senior leadership
made a commitment to coordinate consistent language and design on
all external and internal communications and a new tagline was also
introduced – Changing Lives for Good, which was inspired by Jack’s
sons.
“What I love about this camp is that here it is cool to do good and be a
good person. Children who come here have the opportunity to reinvent
themselves in a creative and supportive place. The essence of camp is the
summer staff who show young kids how to be a good person, be creative
and to learn how to include everyone. I think Changing Lives for Good
encapsulates the essence of the camp experience at Becket-Chimney
Corners YMCA.”
As the branding and marketing initiative moved forward, Jack took
the baton from Ted Grave and he and Amy Gutschenritter developed a
strategic planning process that informs the Board’s long term decision
making resulting in addressing current issues as well as anticipating
the needs of the camp for generations to come. He also worked with
Amy to enlist Trustee Justin Hillenbrand to lead a team of trustees to
reconfigure the Office of Development with a major search for a new
Chief Development Officer.
“For most, being at camp is like being in paradise. And it’s wonderful
in paradise, but it is not free,” says Jack about the Camps and Berkshire
Outdoor Center’s financial strains. “Camp tuition doesn’t cover the full
cost of camp and fund-raising dollars make up for that by providing
camperships, program and capital improvements. Since we brought on a
professional team of fund-raisers, our community’s perspective on giving
has changed dramatically,” and Jack considers the 30 percent growth in
the Annual Fund and doubling of donors since 2009 to be two barometers
of success.
Jack is most proud of the level of professionalism among his fellow
volunteers and the great work that has been done to identify and recruit
passionate, strategic and committed trustees.
“We really focused on what the standards are to be on the board and
recruited more aggressively and consciously. The level of dialogue has

changed in our board discussions and it has required us to up the ante on
the kind of talent, time and treasure we need on the board.”
That level of dialogue has included instituting a Risk/Audit Committee
to monitor the variety of state, federal and environmental regulations
the camp oversees while ensuring safe practices in all areas of camp
management. Much board discussion occurs around the financial health
of the organization, how to best manage a small endowment for a large
operation and how to address unanticipated projects and events.
Jack and the Board take a “Better Faithful Than Famous” approach to
their work; however, fellow board colleague Amy Gutschenritter is glad
to speak on Jack’s dedication to being a good steward to the Camps.

“Jack has a knack for facilitating a discussion so everyone’s voice can be
heard, while gently guiding the conversation to a thoughtful conclusion.
I suspect that talent came from corralling four sons over the years,” says
Amy, who was the previous board chair and worked in tandem with Jack,
her then Vice Chair for two years.

“One of the best decisions my wife Jean
and I made for our children and our
family was to send them to Camp Becket.”
“As a board chair, Jack understands that organizations have to evolve
while staying true to their mission. He has kept the board focused
on making decisions in the best interest of Becket-Chimney Corners
YMCA,” adds Amy.
“So many people know we have the best camp in the country and that is
not by accident. It is a credit to the board, staff, volunteers and donors,”
concludes Jack, who is ready to pass the gavel to incoming board chair
and Camp Becket alumnus Drew Lipsher. What advice does Jack have
for Drew?
“Stand on the shoulders of those that came before you. Remember
the values of the camp; and Drew knows them in spades. I know he
will continue to zero in on what matters and keep the board focused on
maintaining our traditions, values and culture for generations to come.”

Memorial Day Family Camp
May 24-27, 2013

Memorial Day Family Camp is a fabulous four day event that extends across the
Memorial Day long weekend. The event has a spring-turning-to-summer feel, with a
big beach barbecue, live music, and great kids’ events, as well as traditional camp
activities geared towards the entire family.
Memorial Day Family Camp is held at our Chimney Corners Camp where
accommodation are in heated, winterized lodges.
Brand New Program Layout
• Big Beach Barbecue! • Kids’ Night In / Parents’ Night Out! • Family Camp Counselors!
• Family Chat! • Kids Only Activities / Adults Only Activities!

4

To register log on to bccymca.org.

New Staff Join Becket-Chimney
Corners YMCA

Becket-Chimney Corners YMCA is pleased to welcome three new staff
members to the administration team representing the Berkshire Outdoor
Center and the Travel and Service Program.
Chimney Corners Camp
alumna and recent summer
staff member, Sarah Holmes,
has returned to BCCYMCA
as one of two new Berkshire
Outdoor Center Coordinators.
A graduate of Southern
Connecticut State University
with a B.A in Psychology
specializing in Mental
Health, Sarah was previously
Sarah Holmes
Jill Begin
Becky McCluskey
a restaurant manager and
volunteered as a victim’s
advocate for the United Way in Connecticut prior to working for the Berkshire Outdoor Center as a program
instructor last spring.

Sarah’s colleague and fellow Berkshire Outdoor Center Program Coordinator, Jill Begin, has also joined
Becket-Chimney Corners YMCA following her role with Life Lab Science Program, the Center for Agroecology
and Sustainable Food Systems, and the Student Conservation Association. Jill is a Massachusetts native raised
in Los Gatos, CA and is a proud “Banana Slug” from the University of California, Santa Cruz, where she studied
Environmental Studies and Sustainable Agriculture.
The Travel and Service Program is pleased to have Becky McCluskey join Alysa Austin and Jim Brown in the
coordination of our domestic and international abroad programs. Becky most recently led ICEP China in 2012
and has done extensive travel in Europe and Asia and continues to work on her Mandarin. She is a graduate of
St. Lawrence University, where she majored in Global Studies with a concentration in East Asian Studies, and
is excited to welcome the 190 campers participating in travel programs this summer, including the new Uruguay
and Armenia ICEP destinations.

Alumni
Weekend
2013
September 20 – 22
Alumni Weekend 2013 will once
again have all of the many camp
and family activities you’ve come
to expect and enjoy over the years,
from campfires to crafts, kickball to
archery, waterfront and challenge
activities, music, wine & cheese,
the Distinguished Service Award
presentation and so much more....

Look for your registration in the
summer issue of the Becket-Chimney
Corners YMCA NEWS or check for
updates online at bccymca.org.
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2012 Annual Fund Hits the Mark –
Annual Fund Set to Raise $800,000 in 2013

The 2012 Annual Fund once again achieved its goals to fund BecketChimney Corners YMCA’s many critical priorities. Thanks to nearly
1,600 loyal and generous donors to the Annual Fund, $774,000 was raised
to support three key areas: camperships, program and staff support, and
equipment, facilities and supplies. Without the Annual Fund – and you –
these priorities would either go unfunded, or get funded through higher
fees. The Annual Fund can better address and accommodate these vital
needs, keeping our costs manageable and fees affordable.

raise our sights, knowing that the strongest possible Annual Fund can
handle the challenges of today, and tomorrow.

Our recent success in fund-raising and our growing community of support
are just the first steps, as the needs and challenges of Becket-Chimney
Corners YMCA don’t go away at year’s end. Economic uncertainty,
financial priorities, competition in the marketplace, and rising costs
annually strain the Camps and Berkshire Outdoor Center. In 2013, we must

In order to meet the needs and demands of our growing organization in
2013, the Annual Fund will seek to raise $800,000 from more than 1,800
donors. Please join us. It will require all of us taking part, and when
our goals have been achieved, our success will have been a result of the
support of alumni, parents and friends, through gifts large and small, from
donors young and old, and we hope you too!

The Annual Fund – and all of us – can do together all that needs to be
done – supporting families, programs and staff, our beautiful facilities
and grounds, and more. The bottom line is that the Annual Fund can do
all the above, and bear the burden of supporting the bottom line, so others
don’t have to.

Donate today at www.bccymca.org.

A Day of Deeds of Love and Service Set for June 1st
The Becket-Chimney Corners YMCA
Alumni Council has announced a
significant undertaking and important
effort to continue changing lives for good
and helping others this year. On Saturday,
June 1, 2013, members of the BCCYMCA
family all over the world will take part in
the inaugural Day of Deeds of Love and
Service ~ Changing our Communities for
Good.
Based on a suggestion by an alumna at last
year’s San Francisco reception, this great
day of service in our communities will be
spearheaded by Alumni Council member
David Lind, the Events & Networking
Committee of the Alumni Council
and in coordination with the Office of
Development. The vision for the day and
basic details are:
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• Project Teams in regions and cities around the world will
be led by team leaders – “counselors” – to spend a day
helping those in need in their own communities.
• Counselors and Project Teams will connect with local
charities, non-profits, schools, churches, municipal
organizations and others to create meaningful projects
that fill a need.
• Teams will range in size from 2 or 3 to 15 or 20
depending on the size and scope of the project.
• Cities such as New York and Boston may have multiple
teams on different projects in different locations, while
others may only have a single team.
• In areas with little alumni and parent population,
individuals can join the effort by doing whatever they can
on their own – volunteering at a local Y, soup kitchen,
youth organization or any other volunteer service that
meets a need in your community.

To find out what projects and teams are
being developed in your area, or to inquire
about becoming a “counselor” in your
own community, contact David Lind at
davidlind@gmail.com, John Anz at the
Office of Development at janz@bccymca.
org, or go to the Day of Deeds of Love and
Service webpage on the Becket-Chimney
Corners YMCA website at www.bccymca.
org.
Watch for more news via email, the
website, Facebook and other sources in
the comings weeks. Join us on June 1st for
a Day of Deeds of Love and Service and
change your community for good!

Alumni News & Notes

Alumni News & Notes appears regularly in editions of the Becket-Chimney
Corners YMCA NEWS. Send your news and photos by mail to John Anz,
or by email to janz@bccymca.org.
Matt Bartek (CB camper ’93-’97, ICEP ’98, Aide ’99,
AC/CIT ’00, Staff ’01) says “The past few years have
been fantastic! I took two years off from my studies
at UMass Medical School to do medical research
in Lima, Peru for a year and then earn a Masters
in Public Health degree. While in Lima, I met and
married my wife, Fiorella Palacios Vasquez! We met at
a food festival in Lima in September (Peruvian cuisine
is delicious) and were married by May. Fiorella moved
to Boston and has since found work at Converse
shoes, managing their marketing and operations in
Latin America. I’ve returned to medical school and
am currently applying for general surgery residency
programs. This past Alumni Weekend back at camp
Fiorella got to see Camp Becket for the first time and
now understands some of what makes it such a special
place. We got to spend New Years with BecketChimney folks in the area – thanks to Dave Lind and
Lara for hosting the crew! We are currently living in
Waltham, MA and would love to connect with those in
the area.”
Dan Kanter (CB camper ’79-’81, ICEP ’82, Aide ’83,
AC/CIT ’84, Staff ’88-’94, Parent ’10-’12) wrote in
with the big news that he is about to ride his bicycle
1,800 miles for a cause as part of a sabbatical. “As
senior minister of First Unitarian Church of Dallas,
TX I am starting an organization called Jericho Road
Dallas. Jericho Road will bridge communities by
matching the professional talents of volunteers in the
church with the needs of community-based nonprofit
organizations, to promote community development,
strengthen social services, and enrich the lives of
volunteers. My journey will begin in Dallas on April
29th and I hope to arrive in Concord, MA on May
30th. Check out my webpage at www.ridetojericho.
org for even more details and my route from Dallas
to Concord. If you would like to support my ride, or
are in one of the towns I am passing through and can
provide a home stay I would be very grateful. I’m
looking forward to seeing many friends along the
way!”
Bryan Chang (CB Staff ’03-’06) wrote in with the
exciting news that “Eric Phillips-Horst (CB Camper
’94-’96, ICEP ’97, Aide ’98, AC/CIT ’99, Staff
’00-’04) and I recently returned from the Sundance
Film Festival, where the feature length documentary
I edited, Narco Cultura premiered. The film explores
the popular Mexican music that glorifies the outlaw
lifestyle of the modern narco trafficker, embodied on
both sides of the border of a bloody drug war. Eric
founded our film collective, Meerkat Media, while still
at college at Sarah Lawrence, and I joined him in New

York City years later
when we established
Meerkat Media as a
Meerkat Media Co-Founders Eric Phillips-Horst and Jay Arthur Sterrenberg with Bryan
full-service film production
Chang at the Sundance Film Festival this year.
company. We met while
working in Ranger Village at
Camp Becket in 2003, where our early aspirations as filmmakers were put to good use as we put
on elaborate assembly skits and cabin activities. I’ll never forget a late night we spent stargazing
from the roof of the Ranger automat, talking about our dreams of making movies. Today, we try to
run our growing production company with the positivity and thoughtfulness of The Becket Way that
seems so obvious while living at camp, yet can be difficult to apply in the real world. If anything,
camp has given us the confidence to know that when a group of individuals can commit their
best efforts to a greater cause, amazing things are possible. Watch out for Meerkat’s own feature
documentary Brasslands at film festivals soon, and Narco Cultura in theaters this summer! See
some of our other recent work online at www.meerkatmedia.org. Amici.”
Lynn McDonald (CCC camper ’89-’92, ICEP ’93, Aide ’94, AC/CIT ’95, Staff ’96-’97, ’99’01) writes in that “about a year ago I started a new job as a program officer at the Community
Foundation for Monterey County. I work to support the local nonprofit community through grants
and I manage a new initiative to empower girls to advocate for change in their community (https://
www.facebook.com/ghghmonterey). This Girls’ Health in Girls’ Hands project reminds me of the
good times at CCC and the amazing power of girls. On a personal note, in September I went to
Morocco and got engaged to my long-time boyfriend, Najib Bentaleb! He is from Morocco and I
got to meet and fall in love with his whole family. No big wedding plans, we’re thinking low-key,
small, and no stress. Basically, life is good in California - it’s just a little too far away from Becket
for my liking!”
Laurie Spindler (CCC Staff ’97-’00, BOC Staff ’99’00) sent in “just a quick note to update folks on what
I’ve been up to. My final season in Becket was with the
Berkshire Outdoor Center in the fall of 2000. I’ve been
with The Y ever since! I worked for 2 years at Camp
Jewell YMCA, summer camp and outdoor center. From
there I got my first director position with the Greater
Boston YMCA, and slowly worked my way from Youth
& Teen Director, to Membership/Marketing Director to
Associate Executive Director. I also started volunteering
with the Northeast Leaders School with teens and
programs that really brought me back to that camp
feeling. During that time I had another camp experience
with Sandy Island Camp on Lake Winnipesaukee, where
I got married to a great man, and had the wonderful
opportunity of having our families experience a family
camp for a long weekend. It was fantastic – the best of
an island wedding and all the fun of camp. I even got to
kayak on my wedding day. About a year ago, my husband
and I moved to Providence, RI where I now have a brand
new job in the IT Department as a Technical Support
Analyst. I’m really excited about this new Y adventure
and know that all my Y professional success, and even
the best parts of my personal life, including friends from
all over the globe, were strongly and positively impacted
by my time at Becket-Chimney Corners YMCA.”

Christopher S. Bradley (A) of
Tyringham, MA died on November
7, 2012. Chris was a camper at
Camp Becket in the ‘90s and later on
staff with TSP in ’08 and ’09. Chris
is survived by a large and loving
family including parents Ricki and
former Trustee Steve Cowell, brother
and Camp Becket alumnus Marc
“Paco” Bradley, sister and Chimney
Corners Camp alumna Kiki Cowell,
and family members Kristen Meuse,
Ted Vossmer and Christelle Aka.
(A) Alumni, (P) Parent, (F) Friend
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UPCOMING EVENTS
Thur, April 4 Washington, DC Friends of Camp Reception

Tell your
Becket-Chimney
Corners YMCA Story
at bccymca.org.

Thur, April 11 Boston (Somerville) Alumni Bowling & Pizza Party
Sat, June 1 Deeds of Love and Service
Sun, June 23 First Session Begins
Sat, June 29 & Sun, June 30 Bike for Brent
Fri, July 12 - Sun, July 14 Dads’ and Moms’ Weekend
Sat, July 20 First Session Ends

Access the survey in
“What’s New: on the
Home Page or under
Alumni.”

Sun, July 21 Second Session Begins
Sat, July 27 Annual Luncheon
Fri, August 9 - Sun, August 11 Dads’ and Moms’ Weekend
Sat, August 17 Second Session Ends
Fri, September 20 - Sun, September 22 Alumni Weekend
For updates, changes, and a full list of all alumni, parent and camp
information events please go to the EVENTS page at www.bccymca.org.

