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Message from
the CEO
When I first joined BecketChimney Corners YMCA
in 2005, I made a point
of talking to former staff,
volunteers and the people who
once sat in my chair that made
decisions that would have a
direct influence on the future
course of the Camps and
Berkshire Outdoor Center.
I considered them mentors
and confidants because they
understood the importance
of stewarding this special
place in the Berkshires. I
am fortunate to still talk with
many of these folks, such
as Doc Irons, former camp
physician and Trustee who
still comes to camp every
summer to make sure our
pediatricians are serving our
youngsters and ensuring a
healthy month at camp. Doc
was at camp in September
to receive the Distinguished
Service Award from our
Alumni Council. He is the
man to thank for establishing
the Aides program, which has
evolved into a comprehensive
Leaders-in-Training program
that now includes REACH
and Service Corps, directing
exceptional and well prepared
campers into camp leadership
positions.
Former Camp Becket Director
Lloyd Griffith returned to
camp in July to speak at our
Annual Luncheon, attracting
many camp alumni who
shook his hand to thank him
for his guidance over thirty
years ago. Unfortunately,
I am saddened that an icon
(c ont’ d on pg 2 )
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Play the Game –
One of Many Becket Mottos
Nick Springer Lives By
Nick Springer knows what it feels like
to adorn a gold and bronze Olympic
medal around his neck. The feeling is life
affirming for this Camp Becket alumnus
who contracted bacterial meningitis while
hiking the Appalachian Trail, leaving him
a quad amputee at the age of fourteen. For
Nick, the Becket Mottos have a funny way
of popping in and out of his extraordinary
rise to Olympic and life success.

“Camp Becket will always have a special
place in my heart. I just wanted to be a
kid and returning to camp was how I could
stay that kid,” recalls Nick who credits his
doctors and his experiences at Camp Becket
for saving his life and being an important
part of recapturing his desire to be a
“normal” kid while sustaining the “I
can and I will” spirit.
Nick’s return to camp, followed by
an ICEP trip to Sweden/Russia
led by Geoff Carroll, allowed
him to discover that being in a
wheelchair would not stop him

from experiencing all that life has to offer. During their
stay at Camp Brevik in Sweden, campers participated in
a challenging, rainy eight day canoe trip.
“I am sure I was a lot to handle for Geoff, but that trip
was the best and one of the hardest experiences of my
life. It got me back out there and made me realize I
could do and go anywhere on my own.”

(cont’d on pg 2)

Above photo: Members of the Becket-Chimney Corners YMCA community are ready to hit the road at the Red Bandanna Run at Boston College to honor
the memory and selfless service of Becket alumnus and “911” hero, Welles Crowther, and to support the Welles Remy Crowther Charitable Trust.
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and true friend, Jeanne Shellenberger will no
longer walk the grounds of Chimney Corners
Camp since her passing last spring. Yet, I am
comforted to know that her foresight and her
passion for camp resides in every building,
tree lined path and Goodnight Circle song sung
under the stars.
My job is to ensure that the work of these great
stewards was not done in vein, but that their
vision is honored and continued in the day to
day operation of camp well into the future.
Becket-Chimney Corners YMCA cannot
change lives for good without its people. We
have new Jeannes, Docs and Lloyds among us.
Leaders-in-Training, Village Directors, Unit
Leaders, and ICEP Leaders who graciously
accept the honor of working with our campers
because they know what they say and do is
being watched, admired and emulated by the
next generation of leaders.
In this issue of the Becket-Chimney Corners
YMCA NEWS we will meet some of these
leaders like Nick Springer, a former Camp
Becket assistant counselor who found an inner
strength that surpassed his physical limitations
and led him to two Olympic medals. Our
Berkshire Outdoor Center staff teamed up
to build transportable low ropes courses so
schools in low income regions can benefit
from outdoor education and team building
in their own backyard. You will also meet
Alysa Austin, Travel Service Program Director
who talks about how our TSP campers are
considered respected leaders in the countries
and cultures they travel to including our new
partnership with Armenia.
We have other great updates and recaps,
including our Alumni Weekend which enjoyed
another record turnout. I hope you make
a point of learning how you can help keep
Becket-Chimney Corners YMCA rated the
number one camp in the country on page 8.
We are already 75% full for next summer, a
testament to the outstanding leadership that
welcomed and created another wonderful
season of camp.
Amici & Agape,
Phil Connor
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Board of Trustees Welcome
Two New Members

During the July 2012 Board of Trustee Meeting, Chairman Jack
Sharry announced two new trustees. Amy Hurwitz Gutschenritter
rejoins the board following a two year hiatus and Camp Becket
alumnus David Leach is beginning his first three year term.

Amy Hurwitz Gutschenritter
Amy is Executive Director for SIX Group, Ltd., the operator of
the Swiss financial infrastructure. The leadership skills Amy honed
as a Chimney Corners camper and staffer are put to contemporary
use expanding SIX’s outreach throughout Europe and the U.S.
Amy, a CCC alumna and former staffer has returned to the Board
of Trustees having completed a ten-year tenure in 2010 where she
was Board Chair. Amy’s daughter Libby is a senior at Hamilton
College and a CCC staff member, and her son Matthew is a
freshman at Bowdoin College and a Camp Becket staff member.

David Leach

David is a Managing Director in the Investment Banking Division
of Goldman Sachs, where he has worked since 2001. David’s
current roles include the global sector captain for Aerospace &
Defense and a member of the Merger Leadership Group. David
earned a BA in Economics and Sociology from Tufts University
and an MBA from the Tuck School of Business at Dartmouth
College. He lives with his wife and two sons in New York City.
David was a Camp Becket camper for 3 years (1985-1987) and
an ICEP camper in 1988, then returned for one year on the Camp
Becket staff as a counselor in 1992.

Amy Hurwitz
Gutschenritter

David Leach

Play the Game – One of Many Becket Mottos
Nick Springer Lives By
( cont’ d from front cover)

Today, Nick is a world traveler and enjoying a stellar career with the United States Paralympic
Rugby Team, which recently won the bronze medal at the London Games and a gold medal at the
2008 Bejing Games. In addition to camp, sports has been another way Nick has redefined what it
means to be disabled. His passion for ice hockey was redirected to sled hockey, ultimately leading
him to wheelchair rugby.
“When I saw guys like me in a wheelchair still being athletic and competitive, with wives,
families and careers, I realized I could still have a full life.”
Nick’s full life has also brought a bit of fame to the more faithful Becketite. Features in Vanity
Fair and People magazine describe Nick’s playing style as “awesome . . . passionate … and
with grit.” However, Nick would rather focus on doing his best, practicing and training with
his Phoenix Fusion Rugby Team and “helping the other fellow” by talking to young people and
parents about the prevention of bacterial meningitis.
“I’m one of the lucky ones because I survived. Life offers up many challenges and sometimes
you can’t control what happens to you. But you have to look past it and focus on what you can
control.”

Camp Food Service Directors
Know the Key to Happy
Campers – Great Food

They come in droves, 1,000 kids divided between two camps all with one thing in common -- a mighty appetite.
The horseback riding, swimming, and hammers
are on break for an hour so these hungry campers
can eat some good food and recharge for more
fun. Among the singing and revelry of breakfast,
lunch and dinner, there is a group of dedicated
food service staff behind the scenes prepping and
planning to deliver a well balanced meal and an
enjoyable dining experience.

YMCA. She eventually was promoted to Food
Service Director prior to joining Camp Becket
in 2003. According to Shaz, camp food service
programs are unique from college and public
schools because campers and staff members pass
through the dining hall three times a day at the
exact same time, making the dining experience a
community gathering place.

“You always have to be on time three times a day
and keep things fun,” explains Chimney Corners
Camp Food Service Director Mik Monti, who
has been a part of the Becket-Chimney Corners
YMCA community since 1997. Before moving
to Becket, Mik was with the Food Service team
of YMCA Camp Jewell where he met his wife,
Chimney Corners Camp Director Shannon
Donovan-Monti.

“I really like that Camp Becket continues to offer
family style meals because it reinforces certain
etiquette among the campers. They are sharing a
platter of food while sharing good conversation. It
really reinforces the cabin group,” says Shaz, who
is mom to a Becket camper and a 2012 Chimney
Corners Assistant Counselor, and married to
Jim Atwell with the BCCYMCA maintenance
department.

“My rule of thumb with every meal is to provide
a balanced diet and a meal that tastes great,” and
Mik is particularly interested in featuring local
produce and organic food.

Each camp has approximately 20 staff during
the summer months, many who are international,
adding some diversity to the work place as well as
an important cultural exchange.

Camp Becket Food Service Director Shaz Atwell
also incorporates local produce in her menus and
is committed to nutrition.

“We learn so much from each other and we realize
we have a lot in common,” says Mik about his
international workers who enjoy coordinating
the annual international night where campers try
creations from the food service staff’s homelands.

“It is a challenge to balance healthy and appealing
and to keep the meals interesting,” says Shaz, who
first came to the United States from South Africa
as an Incredible Edible Instructor at Frost Valley

Mik and Shaz estimate over 50,000 meals are
served annually. Once the camp season ends, the

Berkshire Outdoor Center brings in an additional
12,000 guests for outdoor retreats and conferences.
While the Chimney Corners Dining Hall kitchen
is a four season facility serving meals year round,
Camp Becket’s Dining Hall serves meals May
through October.
As with other areas of camp, there are regulations
and certifications each of the food service
departments must maintain, including the
Commonwealth of Massachusetts health codes and
staff certification for food preparation and handling.
Camp directors are also consulted to ensure meal
plans coordinate nicely with programs and Mik
and Shaz do customize their meals according to
the genders they serve. For Mik, there are more
soup and salad options throughout the summer,
where as Shaz will prepare more heartier proteins
for boys.
Camper and parent evaluations are also combed
over thoroughly by Mik and Shaz. If consistent
comments on a particular menu item pop up as not
a favorite it is noted and eliminated so that camper
letters home never complain about the food.
“We are fortunate to work with generous food
budgets that allow us to serve a large variety of
quality food,” sums up Shaz, adding “ It is great
to regularly see comments that the food at camp is
much better than their food at school.”

NEW YEAR’S EVE GATHERING!

What do you get when you combine Camp Becket and Chimney Corners friends with a winter
layer of snow, a full weekend of New Year’s Eve festivities, a huge campfire and a $99 price
tag? You get the most fantastic, unique gathering of people!
What will we do this weekend?

• Camp-to-camp moonlight ski or snowshoe hike with themed stops for
warming along the way!
• The sauna will be roaring around the clock.

• New Year’s Eve will see our first Fancy Pants NYE Ball and a proper
countdown as we welcome 2013.

• Cross country skiing, snowshoeing, nature hikes, ice skating on Beaver
and Rudd Pond, tubing, winter lawn sports, snowman competition, cabin
chats, Alpine Tower, indoor climbing wall, and winter sauna.
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Everyone (over 21) is invited.
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New ICEP Armenia to Start in 2013

TSP on the cutting edge in youth having a strong global understanding
Travel and Service Programs (TSP) is pleased to welcome new
YMCA International partner Armenia for the summer 2013 travel
season. Each year TSP participants grow in numbers and in an effort
to keep group sizes down to 12 participants a new partnership was
established. Aside from being a beautiful country, Armenia is a
newer YMCA just beginning to develop their camping programs.
Alysa Austin, Travel and Service Programs Director, is excited to
be a resource to the Armenian YMCA as they develop their camp
and outdoor education programs. Becket-Chimney Corners YMCA
NEWS talked with Alysa about BCCYMCA’s growing reputation as
a leader in travel programs and how our international collaborations
are changing lives for good.
Why do the international YMCA partners want to partner with
BCCYMCA? What is our reputation abroad?
BCCYMCA has a strong reputation for youth exchange programs.
Many Ys in the US struggle to pull together volunteer service trips
due to a lack of funding and community buy-in. We are fortunate that
our leadership recognized the value of these programs early on and
made a point to build them into the structure of our camp.
We change lives for good, are we changing lives abroad? How
are our campers doing this?

The YMCA as a whole has a major role in international development.
Being from a YMCA camp, it’s easy to forget that the majority of
Ys in the United States and around the world are large community
centers that have programming for people of all ages. Our
international partners run schools, fund housing projects, organize
soup kitchens and respond with disaster relief. When we send our
teens abroad, they are joining the community development efforts
already in place. They absolutely affect the lives of the children,
adults, and environments that they serve. Ultimately though, they are
building and strengthening international ties and that impact lasts far
beyond any house they may build or trees they may plant.

Program Director: Alysa Austin
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What does BCCYMCA look for in an international partner?
What do you want our travelers to experience?
First and foremost, we look to see if our partner has the capacity
to host a group – that is, appropriate housing and facilities, access
to health care and good transportation. We then look to see what is
special about their Y – what kinds of youth programs do they have?
What kinds of community development projects are they involved
with, and how will our teen group fit with the goals of their Y? We
strive to make these programs more than just tourist experiences.
Joining our partners’ service initiatives, having homestays, and
taking part in teen programs, helps our participants not just see a new
culture but interact with it. In turn, this creates relationships that our
teens carry with them throughout their lives.
Can you explain why TSP is the logical next step in a camper’s
progression with BCCYMCA?
For teens that grew up at Becket-Chimney Corners YMCA, TSP is
a great opportunity for them to take the values they have learned at
camp, and see how they can apply them to the greater world. It’s
really the first step a camper takes towards becoming a staff member.
Hopefully, when campers return from TSP, they have a better
perspective on the skills they have to offer and are excited to take on
a leadership role.
BCCYMCA is on the cutting edge among YMCAs with programs
to broaden youths’ view of the world in a time where a broader
global view and understanding is necessary - can you speak to
this and what we are doing to continue this strong reputation.
I really do believe that it is extremely important for people to travel –
whether that means visiting a new State, or flying halfway around the
world. When we travel, we first see how different our lives are from
others – how people eat and talk and interact with each other. But
when you spend time in a new place, what is most striking, is how
similar we are. Underneath the accents, strange food, and different
clothes, we share many of the same values. This realization and
understanding ultimately builds compassion and gives us a better
perspective on who we are as Americans and
our role in the world. My hope is
that participants
who grow up
in our camp
and travel with
TSP will take
these experiences
with them as they
become adults and
continue to want to
make the world a
better place.

Transportable Ropes Course Brings
Berkshire Outdoor Center to You
Ropes Course

New York Harbor School students work with the Helium Hula Hoop.
The objective is to lower the hoop to the ground by keeping the hoop
parallel to the ground with everyone touchinig the hoop at all times.

As a certain movie once claimed, “If you build
it they will come,” and after constructing the
largest most comprehensive challenge course
in the Northeast, more groups and guests
have traveled to the Berkshire Outdoor Center
to benefit from their customized leadership
development retreats.
This fall, Berkshire Outdoor Center has built
another ropes course, much smaller than its
fancy and immense counterpart at the Chimney
Corners site. However, this ropes course can be
transported from the Berkshires to any school,
anywhere.
“Schools absolutely love our programs, but
more and more frequently we are coming across
schools that either have travel limitations placed
on them by the district, or they simply cannot
afford the buses. Some of our Manhattan schools
pay more for the bus than they pay for their three
day stay with us, which makes the entire trip not
possible for them,” explained BOC Executive
Director Steve Hamill, who has found that his
team of instructors can run a modified program
at the school and students can gain a comparable
experience for a fraction of the price.

The low ropes elements were constructed by Sarah
Strull, Challenge Course Manager; Matt Perry,
Program Coordinator, Dave Boothroyd and Ryan
Finn, Program Instructors. The elements are all
portable versions of the Berkshire Outdoor Center
on-site low ropes elements. They are simple to
set up and safe and easy to use. They include Spider’s Web, Floating Ladder, Group Beams
Island and Incomplete Bridge.
New York Harbor School on Governor’s Island
in New York City is the first to benefit from the
transportable low ropes elements. Ninth grade
students will spend a night on the island, going
through a program that is designed in partnership
with the school and Berkshire Outdoor Center
staff. The first trip was in September, three days
before their school year started. The students
came together and got to know one another before
school and participated in teambuilding, low ropes,
a campfire, a cookout dinner, the Beast (learning to
communicate) and the camping experience itself.
Berkshire Outdoor Center is now poised to move
to the second stage in its relationship with New
York Harbor School with the Leaders-In-Training
Program. The Berkshire Outdoor Center and
the Harbor School will select 20 students who
participated in the Freshman overnight, bring them
to Berkshire Outdoor Center for intensive training,
workshops and mentoring over the course of the
next three years, and turn them into qualified
Berkshire Outdoor Center staff. This will help
them become mentors in their own school, strong
leaders in the community and confident, assertive
young men and women.

Steve also believes that sometimes parents are
more comfortable with their son or daughter
spending the night at school, rather than traveling
to a faraway place.

“What many of us take for granted is going to
camp and the camp experience is something many
others don’t get the chance to do. To bring that
opportunity to a school is just as exciting for the
students, and as powerful as taking them in a canoe
or getting them on the high ropes course, for the
first time,” sums up Steve, who looks forward to
bringing his low ropes course to more schools over
the next year.

Schools can also use this program as an
introduction to a future grade participating onsite at Berkshire Outdoor Center.

To bring Berkshire Outdoor Center to your school
or to learn more about the Leaders-in-Training
program contact Steve at shamill@bccymca.org.
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The 2012 Annual Fund Needs YOU…and a friend!

The 2012 Annual Fund is closing in on another
crucial fiscal end-of-year. Both the 2010 and 2011
Annual Fund Campaigns raised more dollars from
more donors than ever before. While donors have
nearly doubled in the past two years, this level
of continued growth is essential to the ongoing
success of Becket-Chimney Corners YMCA and
to ensure the daunting needs of the Camps, Travel
and Service Programs, and the Berkshire Outdoor
Center are met now, and in the years ahead.

The success of this fall campaign will depend on
how many in our community become donors in
2012 – not how much each person donates! We
need gifts of all shapes and sizes – small and large.
Regardless of the size of your gift this year, your
contribution will play a vital role in the future of
Becket-Chimney Corners YMCA. You and your
support – being a donor – are most important. Even
more, your ability to promote and encourage others
to join you in this support would be exceptional

donor behavior, far beyond the call. Can you also
help spread the word?

Whether you are a current and consistent donor, an
infrequent donor, or even considering your very first
gift this year, you have the ability to help us reach
our goals, impact our future and truly change lives
for good. Consider this your heartfelt invitation to
join us in support of our mission, our vision, our
future, and of the many thousands of children and
families we serve so well every year. Your new or
renewed gift to the Annual Fund can do all that.
2012 Annual Fund gifts of any size can be made
by December 31st using the envelope provided here,
by phone, or through our secure webpage at
www.bccymca.org and clicking “Become a
Supporter.”
Changing Lives for Good takes a village (or a
unit)…but it all starts with you!

Record Turnout of Alumni Reunite at Alumni Weekend
For the third year in a row, Alumni Weekend
attracted, registered and hosted more alumni,
parents and friends than ever before. Over
330 members of the Becket-Chimney Corners
YMCA community came back to the Berkshires
for an exceptional fall weekend full of fun,
friends, fanfare and great memories.
While there is always a little something
for everyone, over the three-day weekend
a few extra special moments did stand out.
On both Saturday morning and afternoon,
a video-history project called “Tell Your
Becket-Chimney Corners YMCA Story” was
conducted with a facilitator and videographer.

The 1997 Chimney Corners Camp and Camp Becket LITs celebrating
their 15th Reunion at Alumni Weekend are: (l-r) Annie Seigle, Sarah
Klionsky, David Gaynor, Andy Geiger, Peter Ostberg, David Thal, Jed
Miller, Katherine Ostrye Miller and Amy Scolforo Eighmy.
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Dozens of alumni and parents came to share
their most personal and profound memories
of camp, family and friends (check out the
current submissions online at www.bccymca.
org, and for these new video elements soon).
A successful All-Alumni Weekend photo was
taken after lunch on Saturday at the Chimney
Corners Open Circle. More than half of those
who attended made the photo. Not bad! Next
year – 100%!
On Saturday afternoon there was an intimate
gathering of friends and family in the Camp
Becket Library for “Doc” Irons, followed by
the Wine & Cheese reception and our Saturday
Banquet.
While the dining hall
was at full capacity,
that only added to high
spirits in the room.
During dessert Doc Irons
was presented with the
Distinguished Service
Award by the Alumni
Council and then the
dining hall rocked with
singing ‘til the timbers
creaked. Following
dinner there was a
new and wonderfully

successful Family Fun & Games event that kept
all the kids (and many adults) well challenged
and entertained. And, for the quieter crowd, the
return of the Jazz Café in the Becket Library
was a standing-room-only affair. The top-flight
gig featured the exquisite guitar playing of
Becket alumnus John Mason, who was also
joined by wonderful musicians on piano, sax
and vocals for a spectacular 2-hour set.
Finally, a beautiful and crisp Sunday morning
set the stage for a Chapel service long to be
remembered. The service was full of poignant
readings, thoughtful reflections, beautiful
singing, and a remembrance and memorial for
Jeanne Shellenberger that brought a smile to
every face and a tear to many eyes. Jeanne’s
children, David and Susan, helped bring closure
and shed light and love on a life and career for
us all to emulate.
While Alumni Weekends are never exactly the
same, often the way you feel when you are here
and when you leave are similar. If you were
here with us this year we hope you agree. If
not, please join us for Alumni Weekend 2013,
September 20-22, 2013. The planning starts
today!

In Memoriam

Alumni News & Notes

Alumni News & Notes appears regularly in editions of the Becket-Chimney Corners YMCA NEWS.
Send your news and photos by mail to John Anz, or by email to janz@bccymca.org.
Emily Cellana (CCC camper ’95-‘98, ICEP ’99, Aide
’00, AC/CIT ’01) writes, “Hi there! This past year,
after finishing grad school, I visited camp for the
first time in awhile on a trip home to the Berkshires.
I walked the entire grounds – from the impressive
new dining hall and ropes course to the waterfront
where I fondly remembered our early morning laps
as AIDES and trying to avoid getting eaten by the
snapping turtle. Returning to my car, I realized how
much I missed this place and the happy feelings that
it brought me. I sent a few pictures I had taken on my
walking tour to some fellow Yippi-Ai-Aides whom
I still remain close with. Needless to say they were
extremely envious! The happy camp feelings lingered
with me as I got back into the grind in Boston,
prompting me to finally RSVP ‘yes’ to an alumni
reception this past April. Although most of my other
Bostonian Chimney girls couldn’t make it, I was able
to catch up with my Aides bunkmate, meet some new
alums, and catch up on camp gossip and goings-on.
I had a blast and walked away from the event with
the significant reminder of how lucky I am to have
been part of something so special. This feeling of
gratitude pushed me to make a donation in support of
the Annual Fund. My walk around Chimney and my
reconnection with fellow alums compelled me to give
back. It just seemed so natural to want to give back
to Chimney to ensure future campers would share a
similar experience. With how busy our lives get in the
daily grind, I would encourage fellow alums to come
back and reconnect with camp, either back to Becket
itself or to an alumni event near you. The effect of
reconnecting with Becket and Chimney is charming
and frankly a welcome reminder of how our thoughts
always return there no matter how far we roam.”

in from WA, CA, and WI, and driving from NY, CT,
and MA was worth the effort. It was great to see
everyone participate in activities such as archery and
pumpkin carving, rock climbing and boating, just to
name a few. The rest of the time was spent walking the
camps, reliving the memories, taking in the changes,
and catching up with old friends. Of course we also
made time for a few songs, a campfire, good night
circle and a cabin chat. To quote Lori Leibovich, ‘It’s
amazing to me how we could just pick up after all this
time.’ Jen Berman refers to the line from a Chimney
song, ‘Open the door and come on in. I’m so glad to
see you my friend...’ and says ‘The person who wrote
that song must have had a reunion similar to ours...
because those words capture it perfectly.’ It took some
time to come down from the high of a weekend at
camp, but rumor has it there will be quite a few of us
returning again in 2013, and this time with families!”

David A. Strawbridge (A) of New
York, NY died on May 28, 2012.
D. Karen Pease (A) of Dalton,
MA died on August 29, 2012.
Karen was a loyal full-time
employee who spent more than 8
years at Becket-Chimney Corners
YMCA from 1997 to 2005. She is
survived by her husband Richard,
a daughter, two sons and seven
grandchildren.
D. Halbe Brown (F) of
Northampton, MA died on
September 13, 2012. Halbe
was a long-time friend of
Becket-Chimney Corners YMCA.
His son, Jim Brown, has been
at BCCYMCA since 2000 and
is currently the Chief Operating
Officer. Halbe spent much of
his life with the YMCA. His
leadership and direction was
instrumental to the development
and growth of the Frost Valley
YMCA in Denning, NY. In 2003,
Brown was inducted into the
national YMCA Hall of Fame
at Springfield College. He is
survived by his wife of 54 years
Jane, his son Jim and 4 other
children and 13 grandchildren.

Hans Doerr (CB camper ’90-’93, AC/CIT ’97,
Staff ’98-’01, ’11-’12) wrote an update saying “I’m
currently working at Blair Academy in Blairstown,
NJ, just down the road from Dave Deluca and
Don Jennings at Camp Mason. I teach US and
European history, coach the rowing team, and live in
a sophomore and junior dormitory with my Detroit
Terrier (mostly pit bull), Rez. After ten years away
from camp, I came back in 2011 as a TSP leader for
ICEP. I’ve led New Zealand and Peru, which are
(A) Alumni, (P) Parent, (F) Friend
completely different experiences, and even more
different from the TLS Maine trip I led back in 2000.
If you know or hear of the passing
Ten years off was far too long, but playing the “Back
of a member of the Becket-Chimney
in my day” card is more fun than I anticipated. Plus,
Corners YMCA family, please
Tim Murphy needs someone else old around, at least
contact John Anz in the Development
once in a while. I’m also working on integrating
Office so that we can be aware, and
the TSP leadership curriculum into life at Blair. The
so others may learn of the news in a
parallels are strong and I’m happy to try and bring a
timely fashion through this section in
little Becket and Chimney into the
future issues. Thank you.
broader
world.
I’m not entirely sure about next summer, but I feel
some obligation to be the old man on the TSP staff
again. That is, aside from Jim Brown, of course.”

Sara Irons Christian (CCC camper ’79-’86, Aide ’87,
AC/CIT ’88, Staff ’89-’93) writes, “James and I
are living in Braintree, MA with our 3 kids, Emily
(12), Samantha (10), and James (8). We enjoy the
company of Russell (Doc) Irons who lives with
us in an in-law apt. The kids are busy enjoying
fall sports but are eagerly awaiting the start of
ski season. Now seasoned campers, Emily and
Sam are teaching the ropes to James, who will be
spending his ﬁrst summer at Camp Becket this
year! Outside of home I couldn’t be happier with
work. I’ve been a practicing PA in Orthopedic
Surgery for almost 10 years now. James, a
pediatrician at Quincy Pediatrics, is spoiled by
a key perk in his job: he will be enjoying his
11th year out at camp this summer as one of the
covering physicians. This fall I was so excited
to join eleven of the CCC Gatoraides of ’87,
Celia
and two of the Becket Aides of ’87, for our
25th reunion over Alumni Weekend. Flying

& Christia n

Christian Hicks (CB camper ’97-’98, TLS ’99, AC/
CIT ’01, Staff ’03-’04, ICEP Leader ’06) dropped a
quick line to let us know that on May 27th, 2012 he
married Celia “Figgy” Figlewski (CCC camper ’90’96, ICEP ’97, Aide ’98, AC/CIT ’99) in Hudson, NY.
Chris says, “Although we never met in our summers
at camp we were introduced by our mutual friend, and
Chimney Corners alum, Katie Messick while we were
both living in Boston. We have both just finished grad
school at the University of Michigan (an MBA/MS
degree for me and a JD for Celia) and will be relocating
to Washington, DC in January.”
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UPCOMING EVENTS
Becket-Chimney
Corners YMCA is
rated the best camp
in the country on
CampRatingz. Keep
us #1 and complete
the survey on
CampRatingz.

Thur, November 29 Camp

Night - Stamford, CT
Thur, December 6 Camp Night - Los Angeles, CA
Thur, December 6 Camp Night - New York City, NY
Thur, December 13 New York Young Alumni Bowling Night Out
Fri, April 26 - Sun, April 28 Spring Work Weekend
Sun, June 23 First Session Begins
Fri, July 12 - Sun, July 14 Dads’ and Moms’ Weekend
Sun, July 21 Second Session Begins/Starter A Begins
Sun, August 4 Starter Cabin B Begins
Fri, August 9 - Sun, August 11 Dads’ and Moms’ Weekend
For updates, changes, and a full list of all alumni, parent and camp
information events please go to the EVENTS page at www.bccymca.org.

www.bccymca.org | info@bccymca.org
748 Hamilton Road, Becket, MA 01223
Ph. 413.623.8991 Fax 413.623.5890
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Log onto:
www.campratingz.com

