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Message from
the CEO
Strategic leadership doesn’t
come easily for most
organizations. However, at
Becket-Chimney Corners
YMCA I am fortunate to
work for, and with, a Board
of Trustees that is focused
on the strategic skills that
are needed in times of
growth as well as tough
times when resources are
tight. The Becket-Chimney
Corners YMCA Board
of Trustees is focused on
providing the necessary
resources to ensure the
Camps remain viable.
The partnership between
staff and Board is grounded
in a strong understanding
of the complex relationship
between the organization
and its environment.
Together we take a
broad view, involving
the right people, with
important information
and perspectives, asking
probing questions and
facilitating conversations.
The partnership identifies
connections, patterns
and key issues. Strategic
leadership of the Board of
Trustees at Becket-Chimney
Corners YMCA requires us
to think, act and influence
others in ways that promote
the enduring success of the
Camps.
In this issue of the BecketChimney Corners YMCA
NEWS you will meet eight
(c o n t ’d o n p g 2 )

A
QUARTERLY
NEWSLETTER
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Yellowstone Adventure and Service
(YAS) Restores National Parks While
Inspiring Campers
Some of the hillsides of the National Elk Refuge in Jackson
Hole, Wyoming are crisscrossed with man-made tire tracks.
Off-road vehicles veered off the gravel roads, destroying
the natural and indigenous vegetation. Careless campers
also left behind extinguished fire rings not in designated
camp sites for someone else to clean up.
That someone was YAS, three groups of fifteen year-olds
and their two trip leaders from Becket-Chimney Corners
YMCA, who each worked closely with the Jackson Hole
Wildlife Foundation for two long laborious days as part of
their month long western adventure.
Nick Girardi, a four year Camp Becket camper from
Pound Ridge, New York expected YAS to be a lot of
hiking through national parks, “but I was really surprised
at how much fun the service work was, especially the
trail maintenance and helping to revitalize trails that were
destroyed.”
YAS participants carried and stacked telephone pole logs to
create better defined roads while fencing off unwanted
vehicles. They transplanted healthy vegetation
where tire tracks remained and then
carried jugs of water to hydrate the
new plantings.
“It was really rewarding and
impressive to see what all of us
working together could

YAS Group Leader Andrew Weinstein, far right, and Carolyn Orson, far left, join their
campers in Jackson Hole, Wyoming to reinstall fences at the National Elk Refuge.

achieve,” recalls Jeremy Taylor, a three year Camp Becket
camper from Princeton, New Jersey, “We dragged these
logs for over a mile down the road over several hours.”
Jeremy and his fellow campers also restored log cabins by
“chinking” or filling the cracks between logs with cement
like materials.
“These are hard, long days, but the kids really got the
most out of it,” recalls Trip Leader Andrew Weinstein
who is currently a Berkshire Outdoor Center Program
Coordinator and set to lead ICEP Peru this summer.
“My co leader Carolyn Orson and I really tried to keep
the energy and morale up because at the end of the day,
campers were tired and still had to set up camp, a tent and
cook dinner over an open fire.”
(c o n t’d o n p g 5 )
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new Trustees who bring to
the board new skills and
competencies. I invite you to
meet all our board members in
person at our Annual Luncheon
and Meeting at Chimney
Corners Camp on July 26th.
It is interesting to note that
many of our Trustees’ first
leadership roles were while
on staff at either Camp Becket
or Chimney Corners Camp.
On page 4, you will learn
what goes into the training of
our Camp, Travel & Service
Programs and Berkshire
Outdoor Center staff.
Yellowstone Adventure &
Service is another eye opening
experience for our campers
who are initially enticed to
attend the trip because of white
water rafting and hikes through
Yellowstone National Park.
However, on page 1, read how
YAS campers discover the
leader within themselves after
experiencing the strenuous
and rewarding service work
with the Jackson Hole Wildlife
Foundation.
I invite you to volunteer at
one of our Deeds of Love
and Service projects on April
26th where alumni, parents
and friends give back to their
communities for one special
day of paying it forward. Find
out more on page 4 or online at
bccymca.org.
Amici & Agape,
Phil Connor

Parent and Alumni
Leaders Join the
Board of Trustees
Becket-Chimney Corners YMCA is pleased to welcome
eight new members to the Board of Trustees. Recently
elected Board Chair Drew Lipsher is delighted with the
caliber of leadership joining the board.
“We have added a talented group of professionals to the
Board of Trustees. While some are parents and others
are former campers, each individual has demonstrated a
passion for and commitment to Becket Chimney Corners
YMCA and will be instrumental in helping us lead this
organization into the future.”
Drew is joined by Vice Chair and parent Dave Smith in
continuing to prepare a pipeline of talented and committed
friends to oversee the financial health and strategic
priorities of the Camps and Berkshire Outdoor Center.
“It is our desire as a Board to build greater visibility within
the Camps for ourselves and the work we do and this new
group of Trustees will be an important part of that effort.”

David Altshuler
David Altshuler is one of
four founding members
of the Broad Institute of
Harvard and MIT, where
he serves as the Institute’s
deputy director and chief
academic officer. A physician
and researcher, David is
professor of medicine and of
genetics at Massachusetts General Hospital and Harvard
Medical School, and professor of biology (adjunct) at
MIT. His research aims to discover the inherited basis
of type 2 diabetes and other common human diseases,
with a long-term goal of discovering mechanisms that
inspire more effective prevention and treatment. He is a
member of the American Academy of Arts and Sciences,
the Institute of Medicine, the Board of Directors of Vertex
Pharmaceuticals, and was recognized by the White House
in 2013 as a Champion of Change.
The Altshuler Family is looking forward to a seventh
summer at Becket. My son Zachary will be an Aide,
and Jason is in Construction Cabin. My wife Jill and I
cherish the Camps’ culture, friendships and values, and
as a member of the Board my goal is to ensure that future
generations have the same opportunities.

Susan Shellenberger
Bowers
Susan Bowers is thrilled
to serve on the board with
fellow trustees and leadership
to help ensure that BecketChimney Corners YMCA will
continue to offer extraordinary
opportunities for young people
to develop their truest selves.
Susan enjoyed a stellar career in finance, beginning as an
executive with the New York Stock Exchange, and recently
retiring as Managing Director of Goldman Sachs where she
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led global client financing. Susan recently joined the senior
leadership team of the Mt. Sinai Adolescent Health Center,
a unique program delivering comprehensive, integrated
medical and mental health services and prevention
education to underserved and at-risk youth. Susan is a
graduate of Williams College, a former Chimney Corners
camper, LIT and staff member. She is the daughter of Don
and Jeanne Shellenberger. Susan has also been a longstanding volunteer for the Greater New York City YMCA.
She lives with her husband, Alan, in New York City.
Becket-Chimney Corners YMCA is my spirit-home, the
place where the most essential aspects of who I am were
formed and always thrive. The Camps and Berkshire
Outdoor Center foster the deepest connections, to friends
and community, to values, to nature, to self. Young
people can explore, while receiving guidance, limits,
and encouragement. Becket-Chimney Corners YMCA’s
commitment to excellence in leadership development and
service is outstanding.

Rachel Chou
Rachel Chou is the Chief
Marketing Officer for Open
Road Integrated Media. In this
role she bridges the traditional
world of book marketing
with the dynamic, fast-paced
world of digital media. Chou
is guiding the development of
the company’s web marketing
platform, which fuels Open Road’s content syndication and
publishing presence on the web and on mobile devices.
Chou has more than 20 years of experience in online
content and product development. Over the course of
her career, she has led teams in the areas of search,
content management, creation and syndication. Prior to
Open Road, Chou was Vice President, Online Product
Development for HarperCollins Publishers. She worked
across divisions on digital strategy and on the creation of
new digital publishing businesses. Chou has a B.S. from
the University of Maryland and an M.S. from Bank Street
College of Education.
Over the past five years, the Camps have helped my
children Beili and Alaina learn to be independent, work
their way through homesickness, resolve disputes and be
leaders in their cabins. They are confident, courteous, and
respectful to their peers and adults. Much of this is based
on the incredible role models and overall environment of
Becket-Chimney Corners YMCA.

David Good
David is the Chief Financial
Officer, Chief Compliance
Officer, and general counsel
of CreditSights, Inc., which
provides investment research
to institutional investors
around the world. David is
also senior vice president
at MacKay Gardner Capital
Partners, Inc., an advisory firm. From 1999 to 2002,
he worked for Instinet, most recently as a Senior Vice
President responsible for M&A, and for managing the
company’s 2001 IPO and a portfolio of financial services
venture investments. David is on the Board of a Yaleaffiliated not for profit, “Leap”, and is the Chairman of
Investorside Research Association, a trade organization for
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independent research firms. David received a JD from the
University of Virginia School of Law, and a Bachelor of
Arts from Yale University. David’s wife Linda Schupack is
also a Chimney Corners Camp alumna.
Becket has had, and continues to have, a profound influence
on my kids, for which I am very grateful. Becket can claim
no small amount of credit for contributing to Matthew and
Jamie’s growth and development and for shaping them, and
more significantly Becket has done so almost invisibly and
seemingly effortlessly. To me, Becket makes everything look
“easy”, but I know that there are countless hours of thought
and planning that go into providing the Becket experience
they have both enjoyed, and I am grateful for that and for
what it’s meant for my kids, and for the opportunity to help
make that experience available to other kids.

Andy LeStage
Andy LeStage is Senior Vice
President of Leasing for Stag
Industrial, a self-administered
and self-managed full-service
real estate company focused
on the acquisition, ownership
and management of singletenant industrial properties.
Prior to his current role,
Andy was Senior Vice President and Director of Asset
Management for Great Point Investors, and a Senior Asset
Manager for Fidelity Investments. A graduate of Bucknell
University, Andy has been actively involved with the
Becket-Chimney Corners YMCA’s Alumni Council; his
wife Maria is a member of the Chimney Corners Camp
Moms’ Association and both are regular volunteers at Work
Weekends. Andy was a former Camp Becket camper and
staff member and is now parent to campers Libby and
Charlie.
The camps have been a large and important part of my life
as a camper, staff member and now a parent. The Becket
Mottos were instrumental in shaping the course of my life.
Now as a parent, I have come to appreciate how the camps
shape young lives in a meaningful way.

Michael McCullers
Michael McCullers is a
comedy screenwriter and
director who works in feature
film, television, and animation.
His credited movies have
grossed over a billion dollars
worldwide, including three
that opened number one at
the box office. He has written
projects for Mark Wahlberg, Dave Chappelle, Steve Martin,
Will Ferrell, Jack Black, Warner Brothers, Universal, 20th
Century Fox, Working Title, Walt Disney Pictures and
DreamWorks Animation. Currently, McCullers is attached
to direct Avon Man with Mark Wahlberg and was a writer in
the animated feature film Mr. Peabody and Sherman. After
beginning his career as a writer at NBC’s Saturday Night
Live, McCullers made his screenwriting debut with the hit
comedy Austin Powers: The Spy Who Shagged Me, and
collaborated with Mike Myers on its sequel, Austin Powers
in Goldmember. He also directed and wrote Baby Mama
staring Tina Fey and Amy Poehler. He is a graduate of Yale
University.
There is no place that has had a more positive impact
on our children’s lives than Camp Becket and Chimney

Corners Camp. The camps are happy, healthy,
environments where kids take on more responsibility and
yet somehow feel less pressure, where they mature, and
yet somehow get more childlike. I look forward to helping
empower the amazing staff in their mission of changing
lives for good.

A
QUARTERLY
NEWSLETTER

Tony Takazawa
Tony Takazawa is Vice
President, Global Investor
Relations for EMC
Corporation where he is
a company representative
regarding all aspects of the
business including strategy,
operations, technology/
products, financial results,
market dynamics and positioning. He was previously
Vice President of Equity Investments for Bankers Trust
Company (now Deutsche Bank) and Investment Officer
for Phoenix Investment Counsel. Tony has an MBA from
the University of Wisconsin-Madison and a BBA from the
University of Notre Dame.

The mission of Becket-Chimney
Corners YMCA is to put
Judeo-Christian principles in to
practice through programs that
build healthy spirit, mind,
and body for all.

The obvious love my children Eve and Jack have for
Becket-Chimney Corners YMCA and their experience, the
impact that the Camps have had upon their growth and
my personal knowledge as a parent have led to a level of
gratitude, loyalty and concern that make me want to have
a more active interest in ensuring that kids have the chance
to experience Becket-Chimney Corners YMCA for years to
come.

Christine Kalakay
Chief Financial Officer

Presidents of the Alumni Council, Moms’ Association and
Dads’ Association are Ex-Officio Members of The Board
of Trustees. Andy Lawson is the new incoming Dads’
Association President and will also be joining the board
this May.

Shannon Donovan-Monti
Executive Director
Chimney Corners Camp

Andy Lawson
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Phil Connor
Chief Executive Officer
Jim Brown
Chief Operating Officer and
Travel Service Program Director

Brenda Marsian, CFRE
Chief Development Officer
Chris Burke
Executive Director
Camp Becket

Steve Hamill
Executive Director
Berkshire Outdoor Center

Andy is a radiologist affiliated
with Diagnostic Radiology
Associates and Waterbury
Hospital in Connecticut. He is
a graduate of Duke University,
the University of Connecticut
School of Medicine and he
completed his residency and
fellowship at Yale-New Haven
Hospital in Diagnostic Radiology and Nuclear Medicine.
Andy has been President of the Radiological Society of
Connecticut and has been honored as a Fellow of the
American College of Radiology. A former Camp Becket
camper and staff member, Andy’s wife Melissa is an active
member of the Chimney Corners Camp Moms’ Association.
Their daughter Emily will be attending her seventh summer
at Chimney Corners, son Alex will be an Aide and their
eldest son Matt was on REACH and a former staff member.

John Anz
Director of the Annual Fund and
Alumni Relations

Camp Becket and Chimney Corners Camp are of vital
importance to my family. I grew up with Becket and feel it
was one of the most influential parts of my development. I
remain close to many of the guys I was an Aide with and
the Bike for Brent fund-raising ride (in memory of Brent
Jackson who was a long time staff member at Becket)
each summer is one of the highlights of my year. We are
incredibly grateful to the positive influence the Camps
and the staff have had on the lives of our family and I’m
honored to be able to give back.

Becket-Chimney Corners YMCA
News is published by the Office of
Development at Becket-Chimney
Corners YMCA. Questions and
inquiries may be forwarded to
Brenda Marsian at bmarsian@
bccymca.org. Help us go green by
sending us your e-mail to receive
notifications of future issues on our
website. Read this issue and others
at www.bccymca.org and click on
our News and Publications page.

Steve Turner
Director of Facilities
Drew Lipsher
Board of Trustees Chair
Stephanie Donohue
Alumni Council President
Andy Lawson
Dads’ Executive Committee
President
Jo-Anna McCort Fischman
Moms’ Executive Committee
President
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Extensive Staff Training Key to
Successful Leadership and Programs

To be the best at anything takes great training, practice and dedication and
that sentiment is apparent at Becket-Chimney Corners YMCA. Whether it’s
training a camp counselor on how to subside a camper’s homesickness or
arming a Travel and Service Program trip leader with medical ‘how tos’,
seasonal staff undergo extensive preparation for their roles.
For Camp Executive Directors Shannon DonovanMonti and Chris Burke, staff must have the
stamina to handle the demands of a 24/7 operation
throughout the summer.
“We try to include a balance of knowledge and team
building because our staff must trust one another so
they can help each other through the tough times,”
says Chris who hires approximately 130 staff each
summer.
Shannon Donovan-Monti likes to integrate returning
and more experienced staff with new staff, “One
of the big advantages Chimney Corners Camp and
Camp Becket have over some of our peer camps is
the large number of returning staff. That helps us
create a culture full of tradition because our veteran
staff value our legacy and they want to ensure that it
is passed down to our new staff members.”
Chris agrees, “Our staff have an appreciation for the
Camp’s history and they work very hard to make
sure the past work of others is respected.”
Camp staff training is a busy week-long schedule.
In any given day staff review emergency procedures,
age group characteristics and how to adjust activities
and emotional support accordingly, mock cabin
activities, missing camper procedures, and role
play real life scenarios that can happen during the
summer.
“Role playing can be anything from a camper
learning a grandparent has died to realizing you are
a counselor alone in the cabin with a camper which
is against our safety policies. We’ll have returning
staff role play scenarios and then quiz our new staff
on how to handle the situation,” explains Chris.

If handling risk situations
in a cabin isn’t challenging
enough, imagine if you are
confronted with a bear on
a hike? For the Travel and
Service Programs staff,
traveling with a group of
teenagers presents many
possible opportunities to
prepare for.
Jim Brown, Chief Operating Officer and TSP
Director has added many stress points to the
extensive training his trip leaders go through
including how to use bear spray and what to do if
there’s an earthquake abroad.
“We’ll carve out blocks of time to focus on crisis
response so that the leaders can feel the stress of a
possible scenario and respond appropriately.”
TSP Leaders also spend a great deal of time with
Becket-Chimney Corners YMCA medical staff,
including one-on-one time with Camp physician Dr.
David Irons to learn the protocol for any number of
medical emergencies.
“A successful trip has a lot to do with the
relationship our trip leaders have with our YMCA
partners. Trip leaders spend a lot of time on the
phone with our international and domestic partners
planning out the trip. We also have the two trip coleaders complete a ‘Nitty Gritty’ interview where
they ask each other a series of ‘get to know you’
style questions to identify one another’s strengths
so they can best manage the trip and travelers as a
cohesive team.”

DEEDS OF LOVE & SERVICE
changing our communities for good
JOIN US – Saturday, April 26th!
Find more information about this great day of service and the projects and
teams near you at www.bccymca.org and on Facebook
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Camp Becket staff meet during training for some camaraderie
and singing in preparation for campers to arrive.

Becket-Chimney Corners YMCA’s year round
Berkshire Outdoor Center’s staff fluctuates
throughout the year, with as many as forty staff in
the fall and spring, dwindling down to ten group
facilitators in the winter months. Just as the
seasons change, so do the trainings. Executive
Director of the Berkshire Outdoor Center Steve
Hamill completes a detailed training every quarter
regardless if his current staff have completed past
trainings.
“Our ecology training varies depending on the
seasons. Identifying trees in the winter is very
different than in late spring. Activities change
season to season from cross country skiing in the
winter to belaying or canoeing in the fall and spring
and Berkshire Outdoor Center staff adapt their
methods of facilitating depending on the group they
are serving. How you address and work with a fifth
grade class is very different than a corporate retreat
of executives.”
According to Steve, many outdoor centers will have
a group be served by a different facilitator for every
activity. At the Berkshire Outdoor Center, a group
has one facilitator for the entire visit.
“Our program instructors are leaders. They know
how to build relationships and have been trained to
run all of our activities so they can teach belaying
on the high ropes course or how to paddle a canoe,
or talk to a middle school class about forest ecology.
Our facilitators know how to study the group
dynamic so they can customize and alter the day
to make the experience as rewarding as possible,
debriefing each activity as they go,” says Steve.
The Berkshire Outdoor Center recently established
the International Program Instructor initiative which
is a year-long agreement between Becket-Chimney
Corners YMCA and New Zealand’s YMCA Camp
Adair. Five Camp Adair staff will work as Berkshire
Outdoor Center staff during our summer while
five Berkshire Outdoor Center staff travel to New
Zealand to work at Camp Adair during their summer.
“This cultural exchange is a wonderful way for New
Zealand youth to meet and work with Americans and
our Becket Day camp kids to meet a Kiwi,” explains
Steve. For more information about the International
Program Instructor effort go online at bccymca.org.

YAS Restores National Parks While Inspiring Campers
As much as it was “annoying” to prepare their
own meals without the convenience of an equipped
kitchen Jeremy adds, “I became more confident
because I realized I can survive on my own in
unusual circumstances.”
Tasha Lehner was one of two girls in her YAS
group and she was surprised that getting dirty and
digging deep holes for new fencing was a great
challenge.
“I was amazed at what I could handle and I really
pushed my physical ability,” adds Tasha who
credits singing songs with her group as a great way
to make the work more fun.
Both Tasha and Nick were impressed with the
service partners like Jackson Hole Wildlife
Foundation and various YMCAs they visited.
“These people wanted to give back to their
communities and they cared so much about the
environment that it motivated us to want to work
harder,” says Tasha.

Tasha’s favorite
moments were
the two days YAS
volunteered at a
YMCA day camp
in Montana with
elementary age kids,
“sitting on a field,
braiding hair and
Jeremy
hearing these little
girls share their lives with me on such a personal
level was so special. These little kids cried and
hugged us when we had to leave.”
Nick particularly liked the opportunity to be a
leader for the day.
“Each of us got to be a leader three times
throughout the trip. On the days we traveled we
were responsible for waking up the trip leaders and
determining our arrival at our next destination. I’d
help Andrew and Carolyn set up the camp ground
and communicate with the service partners. When
you are the leader for the day, you are compelled

New Assistant Director Joins
Berkshire Outdoor Center
McKenna Style has joined the Berkshire Outdoor
Center as the new assistant director. Prior to
arriving at Becket-Chimney Corners YMCA in
January, McKenna was the Outpost Program
Director for YMCA Camp Manito-wish in
Wisconsin. Throughout her nearly ten years at
Manito-wish, McKenna oversaw the logistics of
their back country travel program. She worked to
maintain and develop partnerships with fourteen
different national parks and remote, wilderness
McKenna
locations as well as directed a staff of sixty.
Other rolls she played there included Challenge Course Director and Wilderness
Trip Leader.
“I believe the outdoors can create incredible opportunities for individual growth.
I am excited to be working for the Berkshire Outdoor Center because of its wide
ranging programs that reach over 17,000 people annually. Creating memorable
growing experiences for all involved is very rewarding for me.”
A graduate of Northern Michigan University, McKenna is looking forward
to establishing a year-round Berkshire Outdoor Center staff of high level
facilitators with strong backgrounds in environmental education.
“Steve Hamill and I want to create the strongest programming possible in order
to cultivate opportunities for growth for as many people as possible.”
McKenna really values that the Berkshire Outdoor Center and the Camps are
free from electronic and urban distractions and adds, “It is important to give
individuals time to focus on how they interact with others and develop healthy
relationships.”

(c o n t’d fro m fro n t c o v e r )

to

Tasha

Nick

to take your role very seriously because what you
do affects everyone’s experience.”
Andrew saw tremendous growth in his group
of campers, “YAS develops self-awareness and
patience in people and teaches you how to be a
member of a group. It is very different than being
in a cabin group with a counselor who is helping
you all the time. While on YAS you are cooking
the meals, planning the day, navigating the trips. It
is a fantastic opportunity for teens,” says Andrew.
For information on YAS and other Travel and
Service Programs go online to bccymca.org.

Drew Lipsher

Chair of the Board of Trustees and

Phil Connor

Chief Executive Oﬃcer of Becket-Chimney Corners
YMCA Camps and Berkshire Outdoor Center

CORDIALLY INVITE YOU TO

The Annual
Luncheon Meeting

&

Saturday, July 26, 2014
11:30 a.m. Reception
12:00 noon Luncheon
Chimney Corners Camp
Dining Hall

Please R.S.V.P. to Kim Raftery by July 19th
at (413) 623-8991 x 169 or kraftery@bccymca.org

In addition to her work with the Berkshire Outdoor Center, McKenna enjoys
hiking, canoeing, Nordic skiing, wilderness travel, and front country cooking.
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Becket-Chimney Corners YMCA Annual Fund:
Important Resource to Sustain Program Success
For the fourth consecutive year the 2013 Annual Fund closed its books on December 31st, having successfully raised more dollars than ever
before to properly fund our camperships, programs and facilities, ultimately receiving more than $788,400 in crucial philanthropic support.
2013 also witnessed the greatest number of donors to the Annual Fund, with nearly 1,700 donors from our growing family of alumni, parents
and friends.
In 2014 we once again must set our sights higher, and continue to build our community of support if we are to control costs, keep the quality
of our programming high, fees as low as possible, and our campers and families in need well supported.

ALL gifts…of ANY size…in EVERY year…to the Annual Fund can and will:
• Provide campership and financial support to over 2,000 members of our family
• I mprove current programs and create new ones for the entire Becket-Chimney Corners YMCA
community of campers, travel and Berkshire Outdoor Center participants and friends
 nsure the adequate funding for critical facility and grounds maintenance, including
• E
Construction Cabin at both camps
• And help us reach our goals of $800,000 from more than 1,800 donors
Don’t underestimate the power of your gift and support, nor the real and compelling need for it. In 2014 the Annual Fund – and your support
for it – will be asked to do more than ever before. When asked, please consider what more you can do this year, so Becket-Chimney Corners
YMCA can also do more, and continue Changing Lives today, tomorrow and far into the future!

Will you join us this year?

				

Laura Christian & Tucker Schuldt, Co-Chairs, 2014 Annual Fund

Alumni Weekend 2014
SAVE THE DATE NOW – September 19-21

YES – Alumni Weekend will have everything you’ve always loved
PLUS – Alumni Weekend will have enhanced, additional and expanded programming options and an
extra-special Saturday night celebration with even more fun and entertainment for the whole family!
Check the Alumni Weekend web pages at www.bccymca.org soon and look for the Summer
Becket-Chimney Corners YMCA NEWS for more details, schedules and registration materials.
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Alumni News & Notes

Alumni News & Notes appears regularly in editions of the Becket-Chimney Corners YMCA NEWS.
Send your news and photos by mail to John Anz, or by email to janz@bccymca.org.
Amy Scolforo Eighmy (CCC camper ’90-’96, Aide ’97, AC/CIT ’98) wrote to camp
to say “I miss camp like crazy and often find myself wishing I was there at any given
moment of the day. I had my last summer at camp as an AC in Junior Unit cabin Santa
Maria, where I had begun my Chimney Corners experience 9 years earlier during my
very first summer at camp. You could say I came ‘full circle’. In 2010, I left my very
stable, semi-glamorous, well-paying job in the business world to go back to school to
get my Masters in Elementary Education. I am now an officially contracted second
grade teacher in my town of Plainville, MA and I thank my lucky stars every single
day for my adorable and hysterically funny students. The motivation for this crazy
and complicated life change had a lot to do with my experiences at camp, and the
strong desire to feel like I had made an impact on the world in some way at the end
of each day. I feel like my time at CCC has truly touched my life in so many ways –
some glaringly obvious, and others that slowly reveal themselves as life continues to
twist and turn. In other news, I just celebrated my 5 year wedding anniversary this
past October.  My husband, Chris Eighmy, is beyond amazing and I can’t imagine my life without him. One of
his very few weaknesses is the fact that he was not a camp kid. Not to worry, I have been planting the ‘Our future children will
obviously go to CCC/Becket’ seed for years now. But, on a sad note, I must also tell you that my mother, Jane Belknap Hoffman,
passed away very unexpectedly back in November, 2012. In my eyes she was the ultimate Chimney Mom. As most moms do, she
literally gave my sister Sarah and I everything she had.  She and my Dad worked so hard and sacrificed so much for us to be able
to attend camp.  At home we did have all that we needed, but sending two kids to an overnight camp was certainly a luxury that
required some sacrifices.  My parents skipped many vacations and went without extra things for themselves to make sure that we
could have the Chimney Corners Camp experience.  For that, I will be forever grateful. Anyway, I was last at camp when I attended
Alumni Weekend 2012 and I hope to come to another very soon!”
Jeff Fay (CB camper ’76-’80, Aide ’81, AC/CIT ’82, and Parent ’12) reported “I love
reading the Alumni News & Notes in the BCCYMCA News. It affords me so many
opportunities to see how the Camps have influenced alumni lives. And I am no
exception. I spent seven wonderful years at Becket as a camper, Aide and on staff
from 1976 to 1982. In 1983 I was working full time at a newspaper in Upstate NY as
a photographer, and all because of an activity I attended after Siesta in the summer
of 1976. My wife, Marti, and our daughter, Kaity, and I live in Florida. I continue
to enjoy my photography career in Tampa and abroad. Kaity was also able to share
in my BCCYMCA experience, as a camper in 2012, first session in Cabin Hero.
Like me, she has made many friends for life. Through social media I am in contact
with friends from over 35 years ago, and she is able to continue her own friendships
and bonds, on a regular basis. I remember the first time Marti was at camp we were on the Library Porch
and she said, ‘This place is not done with you, yet!’ She was very right. Last November I was asked to join the Alumni Council,
and I couldn’t be happier! The opportunity to connect and talk to other alumni, parents, friends and Floridians about the amazing
experiences, and life changing values and friendships that come from BCCYMCA, is an honor and a dream come true! So, how
about it, fellow alumni…parents…Floridians? Let’s connect! You can contact me at jeff@hollowtreeimages.com.”
Robert McMaster (CB Staff ’75-’78, Outdoor Center Staff ’77-’82) contacted the camps with cool news. “I recently published an
historical novel, Trolley Days, which might be of particular interest to many Becket and Chimney Corners alumni. It’s a coming
of age story of two teenage boys who become best friends in a Holyoke grammar school in the days when streetcars rumbled
along busy city streets and quiet country roads. The story is filled with humor and intrigue and set amidst the social upheavals of
the early twentieth century: the struggle for worker rights, the scourge of discrimination
against immigrant minorities, and the surging tide of women’s equality. Fellow alumni
might recognize some elements of the story inspired by my years at Becket and Chimney
Corners. One scene of the boys plunging off a rope swing into glistening waters on a steamy
summer’s day was nourished by memories of many a Becket overnight at Green Point. And
two winter events came directly out of my years with the fledgling Outdoor Center: hauling a
long, shimmering pickerel through the ice on Lake Rudd one frigid January day and tapping
the venerable old sugar maples along Hamilton Road and boiling sap for hours in front of
the Chimney Corners barn. It is hard now to believe that I lived through two winters in the
Brewster House, an experience that left a lasting impression about the rigors of life in earlier
times when running water and central heat were the stuff of dreams! If you are interested,
Trolley Days can be ordered at Amazon.com, BarnesandNoble.com, or any independent
bookstore. The digital edition is available for e-readers such as Kindle, Nook, and iPad.
Background information, photographs, and reviews of Trolley Days may be found at
www.TrolleyDays.net. When not writing, I’ve been teaching biology at Holyoke
Community College for the last twenty years. Trolley Days is my first novel.”

In Memoriam
Jerome R. Broadus (P) of Silver
Spring, MD died on January
22, 2014. He is survived by his
daughters and Chimney Corners
Camp alumnae Cheryl and Linda
Broadus, and a large and loving
extended family.
W. John Hein (P) of Jupiter,
FL died on April 1, 2012. He
is survived by his children and
Becket and Chimney Corners
alumni Jamey Hein and Kim Hein
Williams, four grandchildren and
two sisters.
Jane Belknap Hoffman (P) of
Dalton, MA died on November
29, 2012. She is survived by her
husband J. Michael Hoffman,
a sister, three brothers, a large
extended family, and her daughters
and Chimney
Corners Camp
alumnae Sarah
Scolforo and
Amy Scolforo
Eighmy. Of
her mom, Amy
wrote saying,
“The ultimate camp mom, she
would laugh heartily while telling
numerous stories of long nights
‘swimming’ inside water-filled
tents on Moms’ Weekends, and
participating in Brewster House,
Arts and Crafts and Archery
activities with us. Camp meant so
very much both to her and to our
entire family.”

(A) Alumni, (P) Parent, (F) Friend
If you know or hear of the passing
of a member of the Becket-Chimney
Corners YMCA family, please contact
John Anz in the Development Office
so that we can be aware, and so
others may learn of the news in a
timely fashion through this section in
future issues. Thank you.
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UPCOMING EVENTS
April
5 Camp Fair - St. Jean Baptiste Upper East Side Camp directors will be on hand to answer questions
about camp. The event will go from Noon to 3 PM.

6 Camp Fair - Rodeph Shalom Upper West Side Camp directors will be on hand to answer questions
about camp. The event will go from Noon to 3 PM.

26 Deeds of Love and Service See bccymca.org for details.

June
The new maintenance building is nearly completed
and slated to open later this spring. This two
story building is located on the Chimney Corners
Camp site across from the entrance of the Chimney
Corners Dining Hall. Above is a photo of this new
40’ x 80’ space to better serve our 140 buildings
and 1,400 acres. The building offers much needed
storage space, two garage bays with one lift,
two offices, and ample work space. Relocating
maintenance away from key Camp Becket program
space will also improve camper safety.

20 - 21 Travelers Championships Cromwell, CT
22 First Session Begins Camp Becket and Chimney Corners Camp
28 - 29 B
 ike for Brent Newton to Becket, MA

July
11 - 13 Dads’ and Moms’ Weekend Camp Becket and Chimney Corners Camp
20 Second Session Begins/Starter A Begins Camp Becket and Chimney Corners Camp
26 Annual Luncheon and Meeting 11:30 AM.

August
3 S tarter Cabin B Begins Camp Becket and Chimney Corners Camp
8 - 10 Dads’ and Moms’ Weekend Camp Becket and Chimney Corners Camp
For updates, changes, and a full list of all alumni, parent and camp
information events please go to the EVENTS page at www.bccymca.org.

