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Hot Off the Presses
It’s no coincidence when you
read Julie Sternberg’s latest
children’s novel, Like Bug Juice
on a Burger, that you might
recognize Chimney Corners
Camp, including a floating
trampoline, a song about
desperados, and a nightly
candlelight ritual. Julie’s
two daughters are Chimney
Corners campers, Emily and Isabel Schoeman,
and Like Bug Juice on a Burger is her second novel
and the sequel to Like Pickle Juice on a Cookie,
featuring a nine-year-old protagonist.
“I thought it would be interesting to have
Eleanor go away from the people she loved,
and sleep-away camp seemed the perfect way
to do that,” says Julie, who is now a Moms’
Weekend veteran and can appreciate the early
years when her daughters got a bit homesick.
Her daughters were also helpful in making
Eleanor an authentic nine-year-old.
“Emily and Isabel are so honest with me about
whether Eleanor’s reactions and experiences
are realistic. I’m so lucky to have them as a
sounding board.”
Eleanor has a tough go of camp, which is the
complete opposite of what Julie’s daughters
have experienced at Chimney Corners Camp.
But for Julie, “there wouldn’t be much of a story
if everything went great for Eleanor.”
Following a career as an attorney, this Brooklyn
resident decided to leave law to pursue an MFA
in creative writing with her sights on writing for
children. Her third book is due out next year and

Jo-Anna McCort Fischman
Moms’ Executive Committee
President
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continues with more Eleanor adventures.
Only this time she gets into a bit of trouble when
she does a mean thing to a new girl at school.
Learn more about Julie Sternberg and her books
on her website www.juliesternberg.com.

New Grant Expands Berkshire
Outdoor Center’s LACES
Initiative in City of Springfield
The Massachusetts Alliance of YMCAs has
awarded Becket-Chimney Corners YMCA a
$23,000 grant to expand the Berkshire Outdoor
Center’s partnership with Springfield College and
Leaders in Academics, Community Engagement,
and Service (LACES). Throughout the academic
2012-2013 year, City of Springfield students
participated in LACES, having attended a fall
2012 and spring 2013 retreat, and an after school
program run by the Berkshire Outdoor Center at
their schools.
The Massachusetts Alliance of YMCA’s grant will
be applied to LACES this summer, offering City
of Springfield youth the chance to attend a day
camp run by the Berkshire Outdoor Center and
the Springfield Parks and Recreation Department.
LACES participants will be exposed to higher
education, study leadership development, and
apply their lessons by creating a solution to a
community problem. Campers will participate in
Friday Funday, attending a special field trip each
week throughout the five week camp including
excursions to the Becket Day Camp, the ocean
and new destinations the LACES participants
have never explored before.
The Berkshire Outdoor Center LACES Day
Camp will be led by Christina Brayfield, a Boston
physical education teacher and Springfield
College graduate, who was the Summer LACES
Director last year. This is the next major step
in transporting the LACES program from a
Springfield College run initiative to an official
Berkshire Outdoor Center program.
The Massachusetts Alliance of YMCAs joins
other Springfield, MA based funders in bringing
Berkshire Outdoor Center programs to
underserved youth in the City of Springfield.

BCCYMCA Food Service Honored

Julia Sternberg at a recent book signing
with her daughters Isabel (left) and
Emily Schoeman.

The Civitan Club of Pittsfield (MA) recently
recognized Mik Monti, Chimney Corners Camp
Food Service Director, for his involvement with
the Seventh Annual SoupFest held on March 7th.
Mik showcased his famous clam chowder at the
event and helped the Club raise nearly $8,000
to benefit 15 soup kitchens and food pantries
in Berkshire County. Mik is looking forward to
participating in the SoupFest again next year.
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MESSAGE FROM THE CEO
In this special edition of the Becket-Chimney Corners
YMCA News and 2012 Annual Report, I am pleased to
share with you more stories and more in depth features
to celebrate Becket-Chimney Corners YMCA as we
continue to be an

for so
many
children
and
families

Becket-Chimney Corners YMCA is a place where campers and staff can leave behind the
stressful demands of life and other negative outside influences to focus on developing lasting
and true relationships. Character counts at Becket-Chimney Corners YMCA and we provide a
simpler way of life where being good is honored and respected.
On page 6, you will learn how the Becket-Chimney Corners YMCA Master Site Plan clearly
articulates our intention to harken back to a more pedestrian friendly camp and give our
campers that simpler way of life. The Master Site Plan honors the historical legacy of the
Camps while preserving and improving the Camps’ facilities and beautiful natural landscape.
I am also excited to recognize the many campers and staff who have been inspired by their
Camp Becket, Chimney Corners Camp and Travel and Service Programs experiences and
chosen to write about it in their college admissions essays. On page 2, meet several of our
outstanding camp staff and alumni whose eloquent and insightful observations about the
impact camp has had on their development are garnering them entrance to some of the finest
colleges and universities in the country.
It is also that time of the year where we say “thank you” to our community for their
commitment to Becket-Chimney Corners YMCA and their philanthropic support that is
instrumental in sustaining and advancing our mission of Changing Lives for Good. I hope you
will take a moment to cast an eye on all our generous 2012 supporters and review our
financial update.
Amici & Agape,

Phil Connor
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The business of college admissions is competitive and the mounting pressure for applicants
to obtain stellar SAT scores and GPAs is at an all-time high. Crafting the mandatory essay
to accompany the application is a key component to catching the disseminating eye of the
admissions officer. And more and more Becket-Chimney Corners YMCA campers and staff are
choosing camp for their admissions essay subject.
That isn’t surprising to Steve LeMenager, Camp Becket Dad to 2013 Aide Jeremy LeMenager,
and a former Director of Admissions at Princeton University who is now founder of Edvice, an
international consulting firm offering advice to students and parents going through the college
and independent school application process.
“Admissions decisions are primarily based on reviewing student statistics, such as standardized
testing and grade performance in school. But the essay is a chance for the student to be human.
You can learn a great deal about a person from their essays, particularly if they are about
transformational experiences where students learned about personal responsibility, or where
their values were challenged, or in the context of being away from home and independent for the
first time in their lives. Camp affords students all of those developmental opportunities that can
make for a compelling and effective college essay,” explains Steve.
From the perspective of the college, Steve says that those students who can demonstrate that
they will be a great community member is important, and the camp experience demonstrates how
the student has learned how to be part of a community, particularly how they have learned how to
be a leader, in roles such as LIT or staff.
“The best essays come from writing about what you know,
and these kids know about camp,” says Steve.
Campbell Hart
Campbell Hart agrees with Steve. For her, writing
about Chimney Corners Camp “is so easy because
there is so much to say and camp gave me the
best answers to the essay questions.”

Campbell Hart

Ready to start her sophomore year at Bates
College in Lewiston, Maine, Campbell credits
her Chimney Corners Camp experience to
becoming the person she is today and
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P.A.C.E. was her admissions essay subject. Campbell’s dedication to being an LIT prior to her
junior year soccer tryouts tested her dedication to a sport she loved for a lifetime.
“Through P.A.C.E., I’ve learned that when one door closes, another door opens. You have
to keep trying new ways of reaching your goals and you discover a new passion or interest.
Chimney has taught me to believe in my abilities and that anything is possible.”
Campbell felt the roller coaster of emotions throughout the admissions process from
being wait listed to finally getting accepted into Bates. Her first choice selection has
proven to be a great move and she sees the Bates community very similar to camp where
she is busy studying sociology and education, already practice teaching for a 7th grade
math class and having fun on the ultimate Frisbee club.
Susan Kaufman
Susan Kaufman couldn’t decide whether to go to the University of Pennsylvania or Tufts
University. Her teachers, advisors, and classmates in New Jersey pushed for her to go to
the Ivy League choice. Yet summer time at Chimney Corners Camp in 2012 helped clarify
which school would be the right fit.
“Over the summer, girls in my unit who know me helped me make that decision.
I placed more emphasis on their opinions than my school because camp
friends’ opinions are unclouded. They can see what is really important
in life and they have a better understanding of me,” says Susan,
who saw a lot of campus characteristics at Tufts University
that reminded her of Chimney Corners Camp.

Susan Kaufman

Susan Kaufman

Growing up at Chimney Corners, Susan was able to write
about the transition she made from being camper to
staff, and the unique perspective of being conscious
of the growth that was occurring within herself and
then seeing that same growth in others once she
got on staff.
“I wanted Tufts to see that I was raised in a community
that taught me core values you don’t see in everyday life.
My values don’t undermine other people’s values. I am
not about being competitive. I want to be more than just
a number and that I can be silly and have fun and that I am
someone who has lived and done things. Camp reflects
the best of me.”
Susan was accepted early decision to Tufts University
and will be enrolling this fall to study journalism.

(continue to page 4)
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Matthew Gutschenritter
Like Susan, Matthew Gutschenritter saw
a lot of Camp Becket’s characteristics at
Bowdoin College and it certainly helped that
fellow counselor and mentor to Matthew,
Sam Fichtner, was an upperclassman there.
“A small college is very similar to a camp
community and at Bowdoin, the ‘Common
Good’ is an important part of their educational
mission,” says Matthew, who just finished
his freshman year and is pleased how well
prepared he was for college having lived with
peers in cramped quarters for the last decade
while at camp.
Matthew’s admissions essay was an
opportunity to expand on his resume and
it spoke to the intentional facilitation
counselors go through to help cabin mates
interact and make friends.
“Working at camp is more than a summer
job,” adds Matthew, who is involved with
the Bowdoin newspaper as its web editor
and mentors high school students on SAT
preparation every Tuesday night. “I wanted
Bowdoin to understand that Becket is a
really big part of my life and that I plan to
be affiliated with it as long as possible.”
Matthew is studying government, but feels
inclined to pursue a career working with
kids or education because of his ties to
Camp Becket.

Davi Miller
Davi Miller also wrote about Camp Becket
in his admissions essay to Middlebury College
and garnered early acceptance. He also credits
his camp experience for helping him obtain the
highly coveted Posse Foundation Scholarship
that recognizes outstanding leadership potential.
Three rounds of intense interviews narrowed a
pool of 3,000 applicants down to twelve and
Davi earned the full, four year scholarship.
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“I feel grateful,” says Davi about his Becket
experience. “Throughout the Posse interview
process, I talked a lot about how Becket teaches
values and leadership while giving you an
unforgettable experience. Both Middlebury
and the Posse Foundation thought it was
intriguing that I was able to articulate those
leadership experiences.”
Camp Becket has also helped Davi throughout
his freshman year and how he approaches his
life on campus. Seeing cliques forming early on
in the fall semester motivated Davi to establish
and Co-Chair the First Year Committee that works

Ce Ce Vayda
Ce Ce Vayda graduated from Smith
College in 2010 with a double
major in art history and history
and found that attending a single
gender camp prepared her
well when she enrolled in an
all-women’s college.
“Living with 23 girls during my
Aides summer definitely prepared
me for Smith and it made me a
stronger person and much more
aware of who I am and who I
wanted to become and how to
express that,” explains Ce Ce,
who admits that being an Aide
was a difficult transition, working
the menacing kitchen dishwasher
and struggling to fit in with a
new group of girls not like her
high school friends was trying.
Her college essay featured a
special gathering under an
evening sky that was a turning
point in her Aides summer.
Today, Ce Ce is a New York City
Teaching Fellow, pursuing a
masters degree from Hunter
College while teaching special
education at the Central Park
East High School.
“Chimney Corners Camp gave
me great experience working
with children which I really enjoy
and it helped me determine that
teaching was the right career
path for me.”
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Harris McCullers
According to the McCullers Family, the
admissions process for independent schools
is equally complicated and competitive.
Sidney and Michael McCullers’ oldest son
Harris was accepted to the Cate School in
California this spring and wrote about Camp
Becket in his admissions essay.
“Private schools like to see if a prospective
student has sleep-away camp experience
and Cate recognized Becket-Chimney
Corners YMCA and knew its reputation,” says
Harris’ mom, Sidney. “Camp and boarding
school are great places for kids to launch and
be independent while in a safe environment.”

Davi Mil
ler

with students to orient them to college life and
create opportunities to inspire camaraderie and
connections with new people.
“Camp Becket taught me that everyone has
something to bring to the community and how
to bring that out in people. Becket also taught
me how to make connections with other people
and to create a sense of community. And now I
can facilitate that at Middlebury.”
Davi is studying political science, economics and
minoring in Arabic and hopes to one day help
counter terrorism and serve his country.

Harris was able to write about his social side
and his willingness to be a joiner and explore
the qualities he sees in himself through camp
and how it defines him.
For Harris’ dad Michael, camp and boarding
school are also baby steps in preparing the
parent and child for the inevitable moving
away from home permanently.
“As your kids get older it’s good to have a
few practice runs of separation so when your
child moves away you are prepared,” says
Michael about the bittersweet anticipation
of children growing up.
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Advice from Steve LeMenager

on Writing the
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Above: Steve LeMenager and his
son Jeremy at Dads’ Weekend 2012

•	Tell a story, an anecdote. A narrative is
interesting for the admission officer
to read when it shares a revelation or
discovery (an ‘a ha’ moment, perhaps),
often an episode with a camper and
counselor (or another camper). There are
so many moments that shape young lives
at camp, and those elements of character
development are effective stories to tell in
that they say much about you.
•	Don’t be shy about being personal. The
more intimate a story, the more interesting
it is and it says the most about you
as a person.
•	The essay is one piece of the puzzle in the
college application and it should animate
you as the person writing the essay. The
reader will understand you better and will
know much more what you value, and
what you care about.

Harris McCullers

•	Think small, that is, write about a moment
or an episode where the lesson ultimately is
large. Don’t write about solving world hunger
or achieving peace in the Middle East—tough
to handle in a 500-word essay! When
brainstorming your topic, veer towards the
specific and away from the general. Use
details as much as possible.
•	Don’t write about what you think the
colleges want to hear. Therein lies a
predictable and less effective essay.
Write about what you want to write about.
As writers are often told, ‘write what you
know.’ The same precept applies when
writing your college essay.
•	‘Show’ and do not ‘tell.’ Describe with
great detail, let the reader imagine your
story. By ‘telling’ you blunt the vividness
of the reader’s imagination.
•	Trust your own ‘voice’ and use it in the
essay. The essay, much different than an
assigned English paper, should read like
having a conversation with you, where your
way of thinking and speaking (your voice)
comes through.

Master Site Plan Bringing
BCCYMCA Back to a

Simpler Way
of Life

unveiled a revised Master Site Plan for the
Camps and Berkshire Outdoor Center that
focused on returning the Camps to a more
pedestrian friendly space while preserving
our historical and signature facilities.

Above is an architectural
rendering of Frontier Village
drafted by Olmsted Brothers
Architects in the 1930s and
is the inspiration behind
Becket-Chimney Corners YMCA’s
revised Master Site Plan to
return to a more pedestrian
friendly campus.

While organizing the archives room in
Gibson Hall, Dan Berg, Camp Becket
Assistant Camp Director, came across a
special, dusty relic from the 1930s – an
architectural rendering of Frontier Village
created by Olmsted Brothers Architects
of Boston – the sons of the famous
landscape designer Fredrick Olmsted who
planned Central Park and many other
landmark parks throughout the country.
This historic document has become the
impetus for a renewed objective of the
Becket-Chimney Corners YMCA – a return
to basics and what it means to be a
truly rustic, natural camp.
The architectural rendering, above, of
Olmsted’s depicts the familiar business
office, library and an expansive lawn from
Frontier Village to the shores of Rudd Pond.
What are missing are the gravel roads that
now crisscross the area, interrupting the
green landscape of camp.
Throughout the 110 years of BecketChimney Corners YMCA, small footpaths
have expanded into roadways to accommodate
maintenance, delivery and emergency
vehicles. In 2011, the Board of Trustees

We are now poised to take action on some
of our priority projects tied to the Master Site
Plan and are pleased to share with you our
most urgent and important updates.
Creating Pedestrian Friendly Camps
A return to a pedestrian friendly site will
better cater to the campers’ rustic, natural
and safe experience. At Camp Becket, the
Master Site Plan recommends stopping
traffic at the Paul Dudley White Dining
Hall and creating a turnaround for traffic.
An access road at the entrance of the
waste water treatment plant will direct
maintenance, delivery and emergency
vehicles along the back side of Camp Becket,
behind Frontier Village to the upper camp.
“We want to keep traffic outside of all the
camper and program areas so our campers
and staff have a safer space to walk and play.
Then the operational and mechanical side of
camp can be relocated to more behind the
scenes areas,” explains Jim Brown, Chief
Operating Officer, who has been working
with Phil Connor, the Board of Trustees and
Black River Architects on the creation of
the Master Site Plan and the initial steps to
implement the plans.
(continue to page 27)
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This map of Chimney Corners Camp
shows existing roads. If the Town of
Becket agrees to close Hamilton Road
at the entrance to New Staff Housing,
traffic will stop at the Ina Gibson Lodge.
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This map of Camp Becket details plans to
reconfigure roads, including the addition of a
turnaround in front of the Paul Dudley White Dining
Hall and the new access road off of YMCA Road that
snakes through the back side of camp to the tennis
courts and the entrance to Ranger Village.

The main road from the new turnaround at the Paul Dudley White Dining Hall will be
whittled down to a small footpath, emphasizing a greener, grassier space among the trees
and existing facilities.
“At Chimney Corners Camp, we are in conversations with the Town of Becket to close the
portion of Hamilton Road that runs through Chimney Corners Camp. If we can achieve this
goal we can improve security while better defining the entrance experience at Chimney
Corners Camp by the Ina Gibson Lodge,” says Jim. Chimney Corners Camp Director Shannon
Donovan-Monti is already determining how opening and closing day can facilitate foot
traffic to the units so all vehicles can stop and park at the Ina Gibson Lodge.
Maintenance Facility
Creating a pedestrian friendly space will also require a reconfiguration of how existing facilities
will be utilized. The Board of Trustees has approved the relocation of the maintenance barn
from Camp Becket’s entrance near Moose Field to the Chimney Corners Camp side, tucked
away on the opposite side of the Chimney Corners Dining Hall entrance.

Camp Becket is forced to split meals
at Dads’ Weekend because of overflow
occupancy. Regular meals are also
threatened to be split because of maximum
capacity due to increased staffing and
growth in the LIT and TSP programs.

“Several years ago, the Board of Trustees designated Chimney Corners Camp to be
our year-round site to serve our Berkshire Outdoor Center programs. By moving the
maintenance building closer to Chimney Corners Camp we’ll better serve our 12 month
demands,” says Jim. The new maintenance facility will be 60’ x 40’ and offer much needed
storage space in addition to two garage bays with one lift to better service our numerous
vehicles and accommodate the work of the facilities team.
Camp Becket Dining Hall
In order to create a truly pedestrian friendly campus for each camp, there are other physical
challenges that need to be studied to formulate the best and most efficient course of action.
In the case of Camp Becket, The Paul Dudley White Dining Hall is currently being evaluated by a
Facilities Taskforce led by Board of Trustee, Camp Becket alumnus, parent and architect
Stephen Hart. The Facilities Taskforce is looking at the following concerns:

(continue to page 28)

•	The existing Paul Dudley White Dining
Hall is strained by the number of campers
and staff eating at each meal and there
is concern that occupancy codes are being
maximized. The number of staff members
has more than doubled since the dining hall
was built in 1967 to meet state regulations
and better support campers. The expansion
of the LIT and Travel and Service Participants
are also stressing the 400 person capacity
requiring the camp to create a space to
accommodate 550 people.
•	Due to the increased staffing and camper
participation it may require the camp to
divide and offer two separate meals –
jeopardizing the community spirit and the
family gathering place where older campers
mentor younger campers and younger
campers see role models in action.
•	A secondary challenge includes limited
storage and kitchen refrigeration capabilities.
The Facilities Taskforce is evaluating two
possible solutions:
•	Renovate an aging facility to meet current
needs or;
•	Build a new dining hall that meets both
current and future needs of the camp and
repurpose the Paul Dudley White Dining Hall
for indoor program space.

“

For Stephen Hart, this has been a
challenging but exciting process.

The dining hall at Camp Becket
is a sacred place for many of
us. I was an 8 year-old

camper when the current dining

hall was nearly brand new and it

was a vast and wondrous space.
A great many of my favorite

memories as a camper, staff

member, and as a dad took place
in that building. It is where

the community comes together,
eats together, and sings

Other factors the Facilities Taskforce is
focusing on are these three objectives:

together. Many of us have been

•	Determining the cost between constructing
a new dining hall versus renovating the
existing space.

what are overdue changes, but

•	Factoring in the pedestrian friendly goal
of the Master Site Plan.
•	Repurposing the Paul Dudley White Dining
Hall and how it will enhance the
camper experience.
The Becket-Chimney Corners YMCA NEWS
will provide an update on the Paul Dudley
White Dining Hall and the Facilities Taskforce
recommendations in the November issue.
Work has begun to clear a space for the new
maintenance facility at Chimney Corners
Camp and funding is being sought to begin
other Master Site Plan initiatives including
the minimizing of existing roads into
small footpaths.

reluctant to consider making
now that I have understood

the constraints and possibilities
more thoroughly, I am quite
eager to get the process

underway. This is an opportunity
to make numerous significant
improvements – some small,

“

The Paul Dudley White
Dining Hall is currently
being evaluated by a
Facilities Taskforce led
by Board of Trustee, Camp
Becket alumnus, parent and
architect Stephen Hart.

of Facilities Taskforce
Stephen Hart – Chair

some large, but all of them

important and well-integrated.
Our growth is very positive,

but it is demanding a facility
to better accommodate
camp programs.”
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Deeds of Love
and Service

2

On Saturday, June 1, 2013, alumni, parents, families
and friends came together where they live to form
teams and take on projects to bring positive change
to their own communities.
This inaugural event and day of service –

Deeds of Love and Service ~ Changing our Communities for Good

8

– had teams in nearly a dozen locations across the country, from Boston to
DC, LA to Seattle, and many points in between. Service projects ranged from supporting
“walks” for the Make-A-Wish Foundation and cooking meals at the Ronald McDonald House
to providing and volunteering at food banks and at-risk youth centers, to the beautification,
horticultural and ecological work along our National Trails, key waterways, farming
communities and city parks. See some of the great photos and teams that emerged from
this great day. And, stay tuned for early news about bigger and better plans for next year!

1. SOUTH BOSTON: These volunteers split their day with a

7

6

morning landscaping project at The Granite House for Teens in
Quincy followed by an afternoon garden renovation project at Canton
High School; 2. DENVER: Denver alumni cooked and served breakfast
for 30 kids at the Urban Peak Youth Shelter and helped with chores
around the house; 3. SEATTLE: Volunteers removed invasive plant
species to make way for new plantings on behalf of Seattle Tilth’s
Rainier Urban Farm Works; 4. FAIRFIELD: A small but mighty cleanup crew reported to Cove Beach Park in Stamford, Connecticut to support
The Sound Waters Education Center; 5. CHICAGO: Residents of the
Ronald McDonald House of Loyola enjoyed a home cooked dinner
catered by BCCYMCA volunteers; 6. WASHINGTON, D. C.: As part of
the Potomac Conservancy’s National Trails Day, D. C. area volunteers
helped clean up the Potomac River; 7. SAN FRANCISCO: Volunteers
cheered on Walk for Wishes that supports the Make-a-Wish
Foundation; 8. LOS ANGELES: Kelso Elementary School in
Inglewood, CA received some new landscaping, new fencing and a
stenciled mural of the world by some busy Becket alumni;
9. NEW YORK CITY: The Green Team spent the day cleaning up
the Brooklyn Bridge Park; 10. BOSTON: The Boston Food Bank crew
sorted more than 5,000 pounds of meat which will make up more
than 3,000 meals; 11. HARTFORD: Over 60 families will be fed thanks
to the Becket-Chimney Corners YMCA volunteers who collected
non-perishable food for Food Share.

4

5

3

Alumewnsi& Notes
N

Alumni News & Notes appears regularly in
editions of the Becket-Chimney Corners
YMCA NEWS. Send your news and photos
by mail to John Anz, or by email to
janz@bccymca.org.

Michael Aronovitz (CB camper ‘72-’76, ICEP
‘77, AC/CIT ‘78, Parent ’11) wrote in with an
update and exciting news: “It has been years
since my last cabin chat or Chapel by the
Lake where I dressed in my whites and
held a candle in the soft breeze. I
passed through all four villages
in the early seventies, and the
memories I have of Camp
Becket are of my fondest.
I recall singing as loud as
I could: “B-b-b-Becket in the
Berkshires, ‘neath the birches and the
pine” with all of my fellow campers, so loud we
shook the rafters. I remember that awesome
rope swing across the lake, the camp plays,
the beautiful grounds, and the friends I would
keep forever. I am fifty-one now, and have a
son in high school. He is a varsity level baseball
player and an honors student. My wife teaches
special education and I am a college professor
of English. My big news is that my first novel,
Alice Walks, is currently available through the
boutique publisher Centipede Press. Though a
bit pricey, they are putting it out as a collectible,
a beautiful product with a hard cover, dust
jacket, and signature page. It is a limited run of
300 pieces, and I wanted to let my camp friends
know about it first. Talk about your campfires
and such, this is an atmospheric ghost story
guaranteed to give you the chills (in a good
way). I invite you to check it out online - www.
centipedepress.com - and I would be thrilled and
honored to hear your thoughts. Amici.”

with Snowboard Magazine and filming in the
Jackson Hole backcountry. You can check in and
say hi at www.NedCremin.com. I hope to visit
camp sometime this summer and catch up with
some old faces. Amici, Ned.”

Honor Crowther Fagan (CCC camper ’89) wrote
in about her most recent project saying “I have
written a children’s book about my brother,
Welles Remy Crowther (CB camper ‘88-’89), who
was killed during the September 11th attacks
on the World Trade Center in 2001. The book
is titled The Man in the Red Bandanna and is
available now. Search for it on Amazon at
www.amazon.com.”

Matthew Frankel (CB camper ’82-’85, ICEP
’86, Aide ’87, AC/CIT ’88, Staff ’89-’90) has
great news! “Laura Linn and I welcomed our
second child this past spring with the adoption
of Eleanor Robinson Frankel. Ellie joins Yosi, age
5, and our dog Maisse. We all spend our time
at our home in Montclair, NJ as well as at our
second home in Monterey, MA, only ten miles
from Becket.”

Ned Cremin (TSP Staff ’02-’06) wrote in saying
“I just thought I would drop a line to say hi! I am
currently living in Steamboat Springs, Colorado
and love it. I work as a freelance photographer
and filmmaker in the Ski and Snowboard
industry which allows me to travel to incredibly
beautiful backcountry locations and to world
class events. I was lucky enough to be the
recipient of the The North Face / Grand Teton
Research Freeskiing Photo Award this past year! I
was busy this past winter covering the Winter X
Games, Winter Dew Tour and Burton US Open

The
Fran
kel F
ami
ly

JULY 2013

‘jamin Hertzel (CB Staff ’80-’86)

In Memoriam

writes “I just returned from a trip
out east to visit two former Becket
David McKearnan (P)
campers and staff – Peter Bullis, who
h
as
N
o
Le
of Stockbridge, MA died on
’jamin and
lives in Boston, and Leo Nash, who
ge
in Pioneer Villa
January
23, 2013. David was a
lives in Pittsfield. Leo and I went
strong advocate and volunteer for
back to Becket and prowled the grounds non-profits in Berkshire County
Jonathan Koenig (CB camper ’77-’78, TSP Staff
I even broke a serious rule and rang the chapel
and was a former Dads’ Executive
’87-’89), Amy Farrell McClellan (CCC Camper
bell. Leo and I stopped long enough in Pioneer
Committee member as well.
’84-’86, ICEP ’87, Aide ’88, AC/CIT ’89, Staff
Village where we were staff together to take a
He is survived by his wife Betsey
’90-’91), and Amy’s husband, Larry McClellan,
quick photo (Leo was my CIT). Peter took me to
and their three children Sarah,
got together for lunch in Central Florida
Cape Cod for lobster and a good night’s sleep in
Colin and Heather.
recently. Jonathan says “Amy and I reminisced
the B & B he owns in Provincetown. I’m still in
about the crazy adventures and mishaps of the
Minnesota (been here all my life) but I visit my
1987 ICEP Italy program (co-led by Alessandro
friends from Becket as often as I can, including a
Staiti, who often “made yoga”) and we caught
trip just a couple of years ago to London to visit
up on 25 years worth of news. I am a federal
another one of my CITs, Alex Roth.”
If you know or hear of the passing of
prosecutor in Milwaukee, Wisconsin and Amy
Sarah Kaplan (CCC camper ’96-’98, TLS ’99,
a member of the Becket-Chimney
is a schoolteacher and proud mom in Lake
Aide ’00, AC/CIT ’01, TLS Leader ’06) says “I’m
Corners
YMCA family, please contact
Placid, Florida. Both of us are on Facebook
currently working as the in-house Graphic
John Anz in the Office of Development
and would love to hear from fellow ICEP Italy
Designer and Social Media maven for Make-Aso that we can be aware, and so
‘87 participants and other former Becket and
Wish® Greater Bay Area. Getting the opportunity
others may learn of the news in a
Chimney Corners friends!”
to grant wishes to children with life-threatening
timely fashion through this section in
illnesses is the highlight of my job. As a
future issues. Thank you.
volunteer/wish grantor, I interview children to
(A) Alumni, (P) Parent, (F) Friend
find out what their one true wish is. What’s more,
for Deeds of Love and Service just last month, I
organized a group of Alumni to volunteer at our
annual fundraiser Walk For Wishes to help cheer
on and provide support for the participants. My
passion for the outdoors led me to San Francisco
because I can easily visit the surrounding
mountains and hop on my bike at any moment
and go for a 60 mile bike ride. 3 years ago, I biked
y
Jonathan and Am
from San Francisco to LA for the AIDS Lifecycle
ride to raise money for research and treatment.
This year, I joined an all women a cappella group
Heidi Kinner Soltysiak (CCC camper
that sings choral arrangements of rock songs.
’94-’96, ICEP ’97, Aide ’98, AC/CIT ’99,
Singing, biking and working with children have
Staff ’00-’07) followed up her news of her
been constant themes in my life and trace back
wedding in the March 2012 issue with this
to my TLS, counselor and camper summers at
wonderful development…“I am writing to
CCC. I try to make a trip back to the Berkshires,
share some more news for the newsletter.
which is also my hometown, at least once a
My husband, Paul Soltysiak (Staff ’04-’07)
summer to relive those wonderful feelings.”
and I just had a baby boy, Owen David
Soltysiak. He was born on February 26,
ltysiak
Owen David So
2013 at 5:37am. He weighed 8 pounds,
2 ounces.”
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Adult Travel Programs:

Travel With Us to Peru in 2014

Session 1: June 27th - July 10th • Session 2: July 25th - August 7th
Cost $3,500 per person
To Register visit bccymca.org to learn more.
In the summer of 2014
BCCYMCA will offer two
Travel and Service Programs
for Adults to Peru. Scheduled
to fit between opening day
and Parents’ Weekend,
parents and alumni can
enjoy their own summer
adventure without missing
out on the fun of camp.
Participants will travel with a group leader, and
Peruvian host to Lima, Cusco, and Machu Picchu.
Spend your days doing service work in the
community and visiting Peru’s unique cultural
sites. Visit a YMCA funded orphanage and
join the initiative to help build a much
needed medical facility in a Lima suburb.
At night attend a Peruvian cooking class,
learn to salsa dance or enjoy a dinner out in
Cusco or Lima.
Participants will come home with an
increased sense of our Becket-Chimney
Corners YMCA community, our
international partnerships, as well as a
greater understanding of the service
work our teens complete each summer.

Highlights
• B uild medical facilities in Independencia
and visit a local orphanage
• Take an excursion to Cusco and Machu Picchu
• Learn to salsa dance and take a cooking class
at the Lima YMCA
• Tour the historical centers of Cusco and Lima

join us!

Alumni Weekend 2013
Alumni Weekend will once again bring together many hundreds of alumni, families
and friends to reconnect and relax, and relive great memories from
summers past. Don’t miss this annual tradition that is quickly becoming one of
the most cherished and celebrated weekends of the year!

September 20th – 22nd • Becket, Massachusetts
Don’t miss all that Alumni
Weekend has to offer...
• Friends
• Food

• Swimming
• Chapel

• Campfires

• Wine

• Families
• Games

• Activities

& Boating

• Singing

& Cheese
• The Jazz Café
• and so much more…

Distinguished Service Award

The Alumni Council of Becket-Chimney
Corners YMCA is proud to announce...
Silva
Jean “Lady Moose”
2011
d
at Alumni Weeken

that the 2013 recipient of the Distinguished Service Award is
Bernie “Moose” Silva (d. 1993) and Jean “Lady Moose” Silva
for their nearly 50 years of combined service, support and
devotion to our camps.
Please join the Alumni Council, and many more alumni, parents
and friends at Alumni Weekend 2013 this September to honor
the Silvas, and to celebrate this well-deserved award and their
many wonderful contributions to our community. The award
presentation and other opportunities to share stories and
memories with the Silva family will be on Saturday,
September 21st.
Photo in background:
Bernie “Moose” Silva (d. 1993)

For more information and to register, visit the Alumni Weekend
webpage at www.bccymca.org or call us at 413-623-8991.
Alumni will also find a registration packet enclosed in the
center of this publication with a self-addressed envelope
for immediate return.

NEW PRICING FOR 2013

The larger your family...the more friends you register
with...THE LOWER THE PRICE!
See Registration Form here and online for details.
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JULY
July
12-14		Dads’ and Moms’ Weekend
Camp Becket and Chimney
Corners Camp

20		First Session Ends
Camp Becket and Chimney
Corners Camp

21		Second Session
		Begins/Starter A Begins

		
Camp Becket and Chimney
		 Corners Camp

27		Annual Luncheon
		
and Meeting

		
Camp Becket, Paul Dudley
		 White Dining Hall

AUGUST

August
3		Starter Cabin A Ends
Camp Becket and Chimney
Corners Camp

4 Starter Cabin B Begins
Camp Becket and Chimney
		 Corners Camp

9-11		Dads’ and Moms’ Weekend

		
Camp Becket and Chimney
		 Corners Camp

17 Second Session Ends

		
Camp Becket and Chimney
		 Corners Camp

29		Wait, Wait, Don’t Tell Me!

		
Tanglewood, Lenox, MA

SEPTEMBER

September

20-22		Alumni Weekend

Camp Becket and Chimney
Corners Camp

OCTOBER
4-6 Berkshire Outdoor Center’s
			Fall Women’s Wellness 		
		Weekend

NOVEMBER
1-3		Work Weekend
Camp Becket and Chimney
Corners Camp

DECEMBER
7-8		Board of Trustees Meeting
Camp Becket and Chimney
Corners Camp

