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Message from the
CEO
In anticipation of our Board of
Trustees and staff establishing
a new strategic plan for BecketChimney Corners YMCA later
this year, I convened our senior
leadership team to complete
an early brainstorm back in
March. I must say the vision,
ideas and recommendations
from staff were impressive. The
discussions were productive with
prudent, thoughtful and strategic
recommendations.
As part of the meeting, staff
reviewed the 2010 Master Site
Plan and 2010 Strategic Plan and
we realized nearly everything we
set off to achieve six years ago
has been accomplished.
Related to the master site plan
we have addressed:
• A new maintenance facility
and removal of the old
maintenance shed at Camp
Becket

A
QUARTERLY
NEWSLETTER

this issue

• Good planning and designs
for a completed CCC Lower
Level
$PRUHGH¿QHGFRPPRQVSDFH
in front of the CCC Dining
Hall
• Updated public wells
• A rebuilt Moose Lodge
• Good planning and fundraising to construct a new
Camp Becket Dining Hall
( c o n t ’ d o n pg 2)
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Part One of Three Part Series -- How Camp Infuses
the YMCA Tenets of Youth Development, Social
Responsibility and Healthy Living
Becket-Chimney Corners YMCA is launching a three part series featuring how the three YMCA
tenets-- youth development, healthy living and social responsibility are promoted through our camps
and Berkshire Outdoor Center programs. What better way to show how these tenets are instilled in
residential camping than by hearing from our camp alumni. We are pleased to have Camp Becket
alumnus, former member of the BCCYMCA Board of Trustees and dad to three former campers, Bob
5LFKDVRXU¿UVWJXHVWZULWHULQWKLVVSHFLDOVHULHV
%RELVDJUDGXDWHRI6SULQJ¿HOG&ROOHJHDQG8&/$³:KLOHDW8&/$,ZURWHD
paper on the concept I called ‘Wheel of Wellness,’ where a person is at the hub
of the wheel and the spokes lead to various pillars of wellness. I love learning
what individuals can do by themselves to improve their health. I’ve found that
good health is a choice that people can make if they learn and follow the basics,”
explained Bob.

• New camper cabins at each
camp with a smaller foot print
that honors the rustic nature of
our programs
• Good planning and scheduled
work to transform Camp
Becket to become pedestrian
friendly by the end of 2016

Bob Rich on Healthy Living Through Camp

Bob Rich

Following his education, Bob was a sports biochemist for the US Olympic
Committee, Director of Fitness and Wellness at Harvard Business School, and is
currently Director of Research in the Reebok Advanced Concepts Group. For over
sixteen years Bob coached youth lacrosse in Westwood, MA and is currently a
member of the Westwood Pedestrian and Bicycle Safety Committee.

How Becket-Chimney Corners YMCA Promotes Wellness
by Bob Rich

2016 marks the 50th year of my Becket-Chimney Corners experience. Over the past 50 years, I have
been fortunate to witness the camps through the eyes of a camper, AIDE, counselor, Alumni Council
member, Trustee and parent. Like others, I consider the camps and Berkshire Outdoor Center
to be very special places and I count the friends that I have made through the camps to be
among my closest, long-lasting and most treasured. Throughout my adulthood, I’ve often
SRQGHUHG±³PXVHG´WRXVHD%HFNHWOLEUDU\WHUP±ZKDWPDNHVWKHFDPSVVRVSHFLDO,
EHOLHYHWKDWRQHRIWKHUHDVRQVZK\WKHFDPSVDUHVREHQH¿FLDOIRUFDPSHUVLVWKDWWKH\
promote an environment of wellness, and that science can help explain
some of the Becket-Chimney Corners YMCA magic.
(
(cont’d
on pg 3))
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One of the cornerstones of our
strategic plan was to strengthen
RXU¿QDQFLDOIRRWLQJZKLOHIXQGLQJ
our master site plan. The Changing
Lives campaign’s primary objective
was to fund the master site plan
vision back in 2012, and grow our
endowment and the Annual Fund.
The campaign has truly allowed
us to achieve our 2010 Master Site
3ODQDQGPDQ\RIRXU¿QDQFLDO
strategic goals.
Other 2010 strategic plan
accomplishments include:
$¿QDOL]HGPDVWHUVLWHSODQ
• Fund-raising growth
• Full summer enrollment and
steady BOC growth all while
controlling expenses
&RQWLQXHGFOHDQ¿QDQFLDODXGLWV
and lean management
• Our staff and Board of Trustees
are well positioned to revise
Becket-Chimney Corners
YMCA’s strategic plan while
reevaluating the physical and
¿QDQFLDOQHHGVRIWKHRUJDQL]DWLRQ
From now until the end of 2016, our
Board of Trustees, our incoming
Board Chair and camp parent Dave
Smith and Vice Chair/Alumnus
David Leach, in concert with
senior staff have the opportunity to
complete a collaborative strategic
planning process that has everyone
moving forward together. This will
be a rigorous planning and vetting
process that I anticipate will produce
incremental changes that strengthen
RXU¿QDQFLDOSRVLWLRQDQGRXU
mission over time.
I look forward to providing updates
to you on our new strategic effort
in future issues of the BCCYMCA
News.

Amici & Agape,
Phil Connor
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How BCCYMCA Promotes Wellness
Nature
Throughout history, humans have lived in vast,
open spaces. We were never meant to live in
FXELFOHVRI¿FHVDQGFODVVURRPV6WXGLHVKDYH
VKRZQWKDW³QDWXUHGH¿FLWGLVRUGHU´DODFNRI
time in the natural world largely due to too much
TV and computer screen time, is associated with
a loss of empathy, lack of altruism, isolation and
depression. Regardless of our age or culture,
KXPDQV¿QGQDWXUHSOHDVLQJDQGEHLQJLQWKH
QDWXUDOZRUOGSURYLGHVPDQ\EHQH¿WV1DWXUH
heals (reduces anger, fear, stress, blood pressure,
heart rate), soothes (helps us cope with discomfort
and pain), restores (improves mood, wellbeing,
attention and vitality) and connects us with others
and the larger world. Being around nature also
makes people more pro-social (compassionate,
generous) and kind. Nature also improves immune
function, mental health, sleep and physical activity
and helps foster a respect and appreciation for our
environment. Green space is especially important
for children. Kids who frequently spend time
outdoors get sick less often and show better motor
skills and physical coordination. Becket-Chimney
Corners YMCA has 1,400 acres of nature and an
environment that encourages exploration. Barring
severe weather, campers are outdoors for most of
the days they are at camp, which helps them derive
WKHEHQH¿WVWKDWQDWXUHDIIRUGV
Sunshine
Being in nature means seeing the sun.
Unfortunately, childhood today has moved indoors,
which is taking its toll on our health. Most
children follow a routine of school, followed by
an indoor after-school program and an indoor
evening at home. Believe it or not, the average
child now spends less time outdoors than a prison
inmate. While the camps are very vigilant about
reminding campers of the dangers of getting too
much sun, Becket-Chimney Corners YMCA is an
outdoor environment and campers will be out in
the sunshine as they move from activity to activity.
A few minutes of sunshine a day affords many
EHQH¿WV,WDOORZVWKHDEVRUSWLRQRI9LWDPLQ'
which helps our bodies with the production of
feel-good brain chemicals, cell growth, immune
IXQFWLRQDQGDUHGXFWLRQRILQÀDPPDWLRQ6XQOLJKW
helps regulate circadian rhythms, the internal
clocks that help us control our sleep/wake cycles.
It also helps with serotonin, a neurotransmitter
(chemical messenger) in the brain used to regulate
mood and emotion.
Touch
0LFKHODQJHORRQFHVDLG³WRWRXFKLVWRJLYHOLIH´
7RXFKKDVQXPHURXVEHQH¿WV7RXFKVLJQDOV
safety and trust and promotes cooperation. It
decreases stress, promotes social connection and
increases oxytocin, a neuropeptide often called
WKH³ORYHKRUPRQH´%HFNHW&KLPQH\&RUQHUV
YMCA offers a safe place for campers and staff

(cont’d from front cover)

to be themselves and express their connection to
RWKHUVWKURXJKWRXFKZKHWKHULWEHDKLJK¿YH
¿VWEXPSRUDKXJZDONLQJDUPLQDUPRUJLYLQJ
a friend a piggyback ride. These seemingly small
demonstrations have a lot to say about cooperation
and teamwork with others. In fact, research has
shown that NBA players and teams that touch each
other on the court more win more basketball games
than teams that do not.
Tribe
Social connections are the defining characteristic
of how humans have evolved, and our
connections with others always predict happiness.
Unfortunately, the average American child now
spends more time watching TV than talking to
their parents, and electronic communications
like texting and tweeting have dumbed down
conversations to quick, shallow exchanges.
Studies have shown that social connections can
predict adult happiness more highly than academic
achievement: to find a happy adult, first find a
socially connected child! The camps are built
on a foundation of the cabin group, where eight
campers and two staff live together for a month
and build a miniature community. There are also
many other opportunities for campers and staff to
develop social connections and friendships with
other campers of various ages in the village or
during afternoon activities. Friendships formed at
camp often extend beyond the summer months and
some of these friendships can last a lifetime.
Movement
Most people acknowledge that physical activity
is good for our bodies. But did you know that
movement is also good for our brains? It turns on
the brain and makes it ready for learning. When
we move, we activate the pre-frontal cortex in
our brains, which is responsible for planning,
organizing and working memory.
Thought leaders are now recommending a new
approach to fitness, one that deviates from
traditional overly strenuous, routine exercise
recommendations:
1. Get lots of low to moderate movement each
day (everything counts, more is better)
2. Lift heavy things twice a week
3. Sprint once in a while
4. Play
The camps support all of these. Everyday
movements such as walking to the automat/
bathhouse, dining hall or afternoon activities
encourage low to moderate movement. Giving a
friend a piggyback ride, lifting trunks/footlockers,
carrying a canoe, and backpacking around the lake
for an overnight constitute lifting heavy things.
Campers sprint during camp activities and they
play every day. Most importantly, sitting and other
sedentary activities are minimized at camp.

Food
Food affects every cell in our body and is the
most important thing we can do to improve
health. The camps recognize that good food is
essential to health and support wellness through
their dining halls. They strive for nutrientrich, plant-and-animal-based meals that are
enjoyable, wholesome, recognizable, plentiful,
are prepared with care and provide individual
choice. The camps recently went through
the process of creating a cuisine profile, a
document that defines the camps’ philosophy
and serves as a guideline for all future food
service offerings. Among other important
points, this includes making meals from scratch
whenever possible, partnering with local
farmers and growers who are committed to
sustainable practices, and reducing processed
carbohydrates and harmful sugars.
Mindfulness
Mindfulness can be described as paying
attention, on purpose and with acceptance, to
our moment to moment experiences. Science
has shown that mindfulness can decrease stress,
increase performance and improve attention.
It also increases pro-social behaviors such as
kindness, compassion and generosity. Schools
across America are instituting mindfulness
programs because mindfulness decreases
playground conflicts and test anxiety and
improves grades. We are more in touch with
our emotions and aware of our feelings when
we are mindful. Every time counselors ask
campers to describe their highlight of the day at
Cabin Chat, they are asking campers to pause
and give thought and to be mindful. Any time
that we focus on the present moment and return
to the present moment when we recognize that
our minds are wandering, we strengthen our
capacity to pay attention to the present.
Gratitude
Studies have shown that gratitude is important
to our happiness. When we recognize and
show appreciation for the things in our life
that we often take for granted – being alive,
our health, our friends and family, etc. – we
increase the oxytocin levels in our brain, which
makes us happier. The camps support campers
in appreciating and showing gratitude through
grace before meals, in weekly chapel services,
during Cabin Chats and at Candlelight.
Children develop an important life skill when
WKH\IRVWHUDQ³DWWLWXGHRIJUDWLWXGH´E\SD\LQJ
attention to the things that bring them pleasure
in life and showing their appreciation and
thanks.
Play
Play can be described as purposeless,
voluntary, fun, free of time constraints and
improvisational. Science has shown that play
improves creativity, social connectedness,
learning, problem solving, well-being and

happiness. In the past 20 years, children have
lost 8 hours of free, unstructured, spontaneous
play per week. Over 30,000 US schools have
eliminated recess in order to have more time
for academics, despite the fact that physical
activity has been shown to increase academic
achievement and has positive effects on
behavioral issues, attendance and test scores.
Becket-Chimney Corners offer multiple
opportunities for campers and staff to play
every day.
Freedom
During the school year, most children have
little control of their lives and have little
agency. They are told when to arrive and
leave school, what to learn, how long classes
last, etc. Children have homework, tests and
extracurricular activities and there is often
little attention paid to their input and decision
making skills. Becket-Chimney Corners
offers the perfect combination of being both a
structured and unstructured environment for
children. In safe environments with a low risk
of injury like Becket-Chimney Corners YMCA,
campers are allowed to use their instincts to
roam around and decide what to do with their
time by choosing their afternoon activities and
having input into their cabin activities. The
daily schedule also affords many opportunities
IRU³GRZQWLPH´ZKHUHFDPSHUVJHWWRFKRRVH
what they would like to do with their free time.
Campers have a voice, they are respected and
they gain confidence in knowing that their
opinion matters.
No Prolonged Sitting
<RXPD\KDYHKHDUGWKDW³VLWWLQJLVWKHQHZ
smoking”. The average American spends most
of their day sitting, either at home, school or
work, and studies have shown that prolonged
sitting has been linked to many health
conditions including cancer, cardiovascular
disease, obesity and diabetes. Even spending
a few hours a week engaged in moderate or
vigorous exercise doesn’t offset the risk of
prolonged sitting, and it’s now considered better
to be an active non-exerciser than an inactive
exerciser. The camps and Berkshire Outdoor
Center do a great job of keeping people moving
during the day, avoiding the prolonged periods
of sitting that is endemic in our society.
The boys and girls who come to our camps
may not know why they’re having such a great
time, why they feel so good, why they’re so
happy. But the camps have always intuitively
known what science is now bearing out. It’s
the social connections. The sense of belonging.
The chance to learn new things on your own
terms. It’s the fresh air and exercise, the
sunshine and the lakes and trees and hills. It’s
the food and the singing in the dining hall. It’s
the coming together as a cabin group at the end

of the day, and as a community at the end of the
month to look inward, to celebrate, to reflect,
to appreciate. It’s all of these things pulling
together to make an experience for kids that is
rarely replicated elsewhere. It’s why the camp
experience works so well for so many. It’s why
Becket-Chimney Corners YMCA remains such
a healthy environment for people of all ages.
Look for alumni articles featuring the YMCA
tenets of Social Responsibility and Youth
Development in upcoming issues of the
Becket-Chimney Corners YMCA NEWS.

Becket-Chimney Corners
YMCA is pleased to welcome
Yana DeLuca as the Chimney
Corners Camp Registrar.

A native of Russia, Yana grew up
attending overnight camps and
working as a camp counselor in
Russia until eventually traveling to
the United States to work at Chimney
Corners Camp and YMCA Family
Camp Nawakwa in Wisconsin in the
mid 1990’s.
Yana received her Master’s degree
in foreign languages and education
from the University of Nizhny Tagil,
Russia. Upon settling in the United
States, Yana added an MBA from
the University of Massachusetts at
Amherst.
She comes to Chimney Corners Camp
with a wealth of bank management,
operations and customer service
experience. She also has expertise in
domestic and cross-border payments.
Yana lives in Becket with her
husband and two young children
and enjoys travel, skiing and family
celebrations.
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The mission of Becket-Chimney
Corners YMCA is to put JudeoChristian principles into practice
through programs that build healthy
spirit, mind, and body for all.
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2015 Annual Report
Dear Friends of
Becket-Chimney Corners YMCA,

Phil Connor
&KLHI([HFXWLYH2I¿FHU

One of the most gratifying parts of being CEO and Board Chair of
Becket-Chimney Corners YMCA is seeing how the decisions and policies
our Board of Trustees set come to life over time and continue to have a
positive impact on our community. The choices we make ensure that the
¿QDQFLDOXQGHUSLQQLQJDQGRSHUDWLRQVRIRXUSURJUDPVDQGWKHSK\VLFDO
infrastructure that supports them remain healthy. Strong stewardship of
this organization is critical in order to maintain the legacy and secure the
future for a place that so many alumni and families have valued since 1903.

Jim Brown
&KLHI2SHUDWLQJ2I¿FHU

It is our pleasure to report that the organization is healthier than ever and the great work of our exceptional
staff continues to yield excellent results, a few of which are highlighted below:

Christine Kalakay
&KLHI)LQDQFLDO2I¿FHU

• Both camps were full by the end of October 2015, earlier than at any other point
in our history, with deep wait lists

Issue 21
Summer 2016

Brenda Marsian, CFRE
&KLHI'HYHORSPHQW2I¿FHU
Kathy Murphy
Director of Human Resources
Chris Burke
Executive Director
Camp Becket
Shannon Donovan-Monti
Executive Director
Chimney Corners Camp
Steve Hamill
Executive Director
Berkshire Outdoor Center
Alysa Austin
Director, Travel and Service Programs
John Anz
Director of the Annual Fund and
Alumni Relations
Steve Turner
Director of Facilities
Drew Lipsher
Board of Trustees Chair
Justin Ihne
Alumni Council President
Will Walsh
Dads’ Executive Committee President
Dede Elser LaRock
Moms’ Executive Committee President
Becket-Chimney Corners YMCA
NewsLVSXEOLVKHGE\WKH2I¿FHRI
Development at Becket-Chimney
Corners YMCA. Questions and
inquiries may be forwarded to Brenda
Marsian at bmarsian@bccymca.org.
Read this issue and others at www.
bccymca.org and click on our News
and Publications page.
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Board Chair Drew Lipsher and CEO Phil Connor.

•$VDQRUJDQL]DWLRQZHDZDUGHGRYHULQ¿QDQFLDODLGIRUFDPSHUVDQG
participants in all of our programs including the camps, Travel and Service
Programs and the Berkshire Outdoor Center
• Changing Lives: The Campaign for Becket-Chimney Corners YMCA is nearing
its completion and we are on target to raise our projected goal of $12.35 Million
•2XU¿QDQFLDOKHDOWKLVVWURQJDVZHFRQWLQXHWRRSHUDWHLQD¿VFDOO\UHVSRQVLEOH
manner and grow our endowment
• We have continued to broaden and develop our relationship with our alumni,
campers and families as we expand the reach of our organization
Changing Lives: The Campaign for Becket-Chimney Corners YMCAKDVFRQWLQXHGWREHWKHVLJQL¿FDQW
IRFXVRIWKHFDPSVDQG%HUNVKLUH2XWGRRU&HQWHUDVLWVVXFFHVVZLOOSURYLGHWKH¿QDQFLDOIRXQGDWLRQIRUERWK
WKHFDSLWDOSURMHFWVDQGJHQHUDO¿QDQFLDOQHHGVRIRXURUJDQL]DWLRQLQWKHFRPLQJ\HDUV7KHFDPSDLJQLVD
wonderful example of good planning for the future.
,QDGGLWLRQWRVXSSRUWLQJFULWLFDO¿QDQFLDODLGWRRXUFDPSHUVIDPLOLHVDQGVFKRROJURXSVJLIWVWRChanging
Lives are helping to secure the maintenance of our physical infrastructure and capital investments in key
projects that will ensure the quality of our programming and meet the modern demands being placed on the
organization. In addition, continuing to grow our endowment is another critical component underlying our
¿QDQFLDOVWDELOLW\,QChanging Lives raised over $2,000,000 towards capital projects, the Annual Fund
and endowment. With the end in sight, we look forward to reporting on the success of the campaign later this
year.
As always, it is the members of our community that we rely on to help us continue to support the mission of
Becket-Chimney Corners YMCA so that we can provide exceptional programming, leadership training and
mentoring which allows us to offer the unique experience we do. Support comes in many forms and we are
grateful for all that you do to contribute to the success of Becket-Chimney Corners YMCA.
And again, we would be remiss in our responsibilities if we did not thank the outstanding staff at Becket
Chimney Corners YMCA. Without their leadership and unwavering commitment, our YMCA would not be a
fraction of what it is today.
The future of Becket-Chimney Corners YMCA remains bright and we are committed to our unique single sex,
four week, rustic camp experience and our leadership development programs offered at our Berkshire Outdoor
Center. These are rare experiences worth supporting. We are pleased to publicly thank and recognize our
2015 supporters showcased in our 2015 Annual Report and Donor List that can be accessed at bccymca.org.
Generous philanthropic support is necessary to continue Changing Lives for Good.
Amici and Agape,
Drew Lipsher
Camp Becket Alumnus and Parent
Board of Trustee, Chair

Phil Connor
CEO

2015 Financials
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Parker to
Receive
Distinguished
Service Award
The Alumni Council of the Becket-Chimney Corners
YMCA is pleased and proud to announce that the 2016
recipient and honoree of the Distinguished Service Award
is Chimney Corners Camp alumna and parent Jane
Washburn Parker. Jane will receive the award in person
during the Alumni Weekend festivities on Saturday,
September 17th.
Jane’s service, devotion and support to Becket-Chimney
Corners YMCA has already spanned many lifetimes, as
she is one of four generations of her family to attend and
support the camps for more than 100 years!

Deeds of Love & Service
The Alumni Council wants to
thank everyone who made DEEDS
2016 such a great day for so many.
DEEDS 2016 broke through U.S.
borders and went international!
Organized service projects took
place in England, New Zealand and
The Seattle crew led by Jill Begin and Allison DeLuca help
Canada, in addition to group efforts
clean and prep YMCA Camp Seymour in Gig Harbor, WA.
in Brooklyn, Connecticut, Iowa,
greater Los Angeles, Eastern and Western Massachusetts, New York,
Philadelphia, San Francisco, Seattle and Washington, D. C. There were
even a few impromptu (but meaningful) individual and small group
efforts that popped up in other locations both here and abroad. Great
WKDQNVWRDOOWKHOHDGHUVSDUWLFLSDQWVFKDULWLHVDQGQRQSUR¿WVWKDWPDNH
this day possible.
Watch for early news and
FRQ¿UPHGGDWHVIRUDEEDS
2017 in the fall issue of the
Becket-Chimney Corners YMCA
NEWS, on social media and at
www.bccymca.org soon.

Please join the Alumni Council at Alumni Weekend this
September and help us honor and recognize one of our
organization’s greatest advocates. There will be several
opportunities to meet and speak with Jane to show our
appreciation for her extraordinary tenure of service and
support.
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Anna Goldman led the Washington, DC efforts at the
Arlington Food Assistance Center (AFAC)
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…it’s all about camp, camp friends and you!
Don’t miss this annual tradition that has quickly become the most cherished and celebrated weekend of
the year for alumni of all ages! Registration materials, schedules and other information can be found at
www.bccymca.org and soon on social media. See you in September!
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In Memoriam

Alumni News & Notes
Alumni News & Notes appears regularly in editions of the Becket-Chimney Corners YMCA NEWS.
Send your news and photos by mail to John Anz, or by email to janz@bccymca.org.
Carol MacKinnon Fox &&&FDPSHU¶±¶$LGH¶ ZULWHVWKDW³VLQFH,KDYHEHHQOLYLQJLQ
New York City where I work at Thomson Reuters. Thanks to my time at Chimney Corners I prefer to
spend my spare time outside, preferably hiking, skiing or biking in the Adirondacks. A couple of years
ago I ran into Linda Grossman and her adorable family up there. I hope to make it back to camp for our
30th Live Aides Anniversary at Alumni Weekend in September!”
Lexi Green (CCC camper ’92 – ’97, ICEP ’98,
$LGH¶6WDIIDQG¶ VD\V³+HOORIURP
Brooklyn! I live here with my husband Noah, who is
an honorary camper and somehow managed to learn
DOORIWKHZRUGVWRWKH³%LOOERDUG´VRQJ DPRQJ
other dining hall classics). He is happy to belt it out
whenever asked. I often see my camp friends in New
York and around the country and even sometimes
randomly walking down the street in foreign cities,
as does my sister Rachel Green. Chimney holds
a special place in my family’s heart and has been
“Apple Blossom Time” at Lexi’s and Noah’s wedding with Lexi, Noah, Rachel
the foundation that’s guided us through the rest of
Green, Emily Wexler, Julia Hawes, Emma Hulse, Aisha Bennett and Sarah Warsh.
our lives. It’s been a really lovely tradition to sing
³$SSOH%ORVVRP7LPH´DWFDPSZHGGLQJV,ORYHGZKHQP\FDPSIULHQGVVHUHQDGHGXV SKRWR %XW
really, I will take singing a camp song anytime, anywhere for any reason.”
Jared Keller &%FDPSHU¶¶,&(3¶5($&+¶6WDII¶±¶ VD\VWKDW³VLQFHVWDUWLQJ
at the Seen and Heard as a camper in 1997, I have now gone on to pursue journalism full-time. Since
graduating from Wesleyan University in 2009 (where he recruited fellow Becketites into the more adult
bonds of brotherhood of a fraternity), I’ve worked for The Atlantic, Bloomberg, Businessweek, and Al
Jazeera, and been published in Aeon, Entrepreneur, GQ, Maxim, Smithsonian, and other outlets. I am
now correspondent for 3DFL¿F6WDQGDUG magazine, living in Brooklyn, NY, and working on a book about
the modern surveillance state.”
Chuck Morris &%FDPSHU¶±¶$LGH¶6WDII¶±¶3DUHQW¶±SUHVHQW ZURWHLQ³P\
family and I live in Sherborn, MA, sadly contributing to global warming by commuting into Boston
each day where I work as a physician and administrator at the Brigham and Women’s Hospital. My
wife Tia is a furniture maker and a big part of why we landed in an antique farmhouse with low ceilings,
XQHYHQÀRRUVDQGQHYHUHQGLQJSURMHFWV&DPSVWLOO¿JXUHVSURPLQHQWO\LQP\OLIHDQG,ORRNIRUZDUG
to a standing ‘guys night out’ with Dan Halperin, James Christian and Al Brazier when we mark the
SDVVDJHRIWLPHDQGKDLUOLQHVRYHUEHHUV0\GDXJKWHU$XVWHQ¿QDOO\JRWWRH[SHULHQFH&DPSIRUWKH
¿UVWWLPH\HDUVDJRDIWHUKHDULQJKHUGDGGURQHRQDERXWLWIRU\HDUV±DQGQRWVXUSULVLQJO\IHOOLQORYH
ZLWKLW7KLVVXPPHUZLOOEHP\VRQ6LODV¶¿UVWWLPHDW%HFNHWDQG,¶PWKULOOHGWRUHWXUQDQGVHHZKDWDOO
the fuss is about at Dads’ Weekend ‘snacks’. This year is also a milestone for our Aides group, marking
30 years since our AQ residence. We’re hoping to gather the entire group for Alumni Weekend this
September at camp – and would love to see any and all alumni from our vintage return as well!”

Alex Porter “selﬁe” during his recent
travels to Machu Picchu.

Alex Porter (CB camper ’00-’04, YAS ’05, Aide ’06, Staff ’07¶ ³UHWXUQHGIURPDWULSWR3HUXZLWKIHOORZ¶$LGH Dave
Samuelson on May 25th. We trekked in the Andes for three days,
toured Machu Picchu, and visited hipster coffee shops on most
mornings. The trip got me pretty excited for Alumni Weekend 2016,
where I hope to see many ’06 Aides and Invaiders for our 10th reunion!
7KLV0D\,¿QLVKHGP\VHFRQG\HDURIODZVFKRRODW%RVWRQ
College, where I’m so fortunate to have Invaider Mary Delsener as
a classmate. In April, I was elected President of BC Law’s student
government, and look forward to serving my school community in the
FRPLQJ\HDU7KLVVXPPHU,DPZRUNLQJDWDODUJH¿UPLQ3RUWODQG
ME. I served as a legislative aide to Senator Angus King (I-ME) for
two years after graduating from Bowdoin College and worked on
issues that affected people throughout the state, so Maine is in the
blood and I would love to end up here.”

Alex Bhak (A) of New York City
died on April 2, 2016. He was a
student at Tufts University. He is
survived by his parents Andrew and
Karyn, and his sister Maya.
David W. Garland (P) of Needham,
MA died on November 26, 2015. He
was a parent to two Camp Becket
campers and staff members in the
‘60s and ‘70s, sons Edward (Ted)
and Dwight, and served on the Dads’
Committee during this time. Included
in his large and loving family that
survives him are his grandchildren
and recent Becket-Chimney Corners
campers, staff and alumni Shannon,
Christopher, Michael and Peter.
Jaimie Lipsher (A) of Stamford, CT
died on April 4, 2016. Jaimie was
a Chimney Corners Camp camper,
LIT and staff member in the ‘70s and
‘80s. She is survived by her parents
Larry and Lainie Lipsher, and her
brother and Camp Becket alumnus
and parent Drew Lipsher.
Sara E. Thal (P) of West Hartford,
CT died on April 22, 2016. She
is survived by her husband and
Becket-Chimney Corners parent W.
Fred Thal, and their alumni children
Jennifer (Thal) Weddle and David
Thal.
Laurence G. Walker (P) of
Boston, MA and Austin, TX died
RQ1RYHPEHU³/DUU\´
is survived by many loving family
members including his daughters and
Chimney Corners Camp alumnae
Courtney Hendricson and Karin
Moskal, and Karin’s sons and Camp
Becket campers Cody and Justin.
(A) Alumni

(S) Staff

(P) Parent

(F) Friend

If you know or hear of the passing
of a member of the Becket-Chimney
Corners YMCA family, please
FRQWDFW-RKQ$Q]LQWKH2I¿FHRI
Development so that we can be
aware, and so others may learn of the
news in a timely fashion through this
section in future issues. Thank you.
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Drew Lipsher

UPCOMING EVENTS

Chair of the Board of Trustees and

Sat, July 30

Annual Luncheon

Cordially Invite You to

Mon, Aug. 22 – Sun, Aug. 28

Becket Family Camp

The Annual
Luncheon Meeting

Fri, Sept. 16 – Sun, Sept. 18

Alumni Weekend

Wed, Sept. 21

One Great Day of Giving

Annual Report

Fri, Sept. 30 – Sun, Oct. 2

Fall Women’s Wellness Weekend

Saturday, July 30, 2016

Fri, Oct. 7 – Mon, Oct. 10

Fall Foliage Family Camp

Phil Connor

ŚŝĞĨǆĞĐƵƟǀĞKĸĐĞƌŽĨĞĐŬĞƚͲŚŝŵŶĞǇŽƌŶĞƌƐzD

&
and

11:30 a.m. ZĞĐĞƉƟŽŶ
12:00 noon Luncheon
Chimney Corners Camp Dining Hall
Our guest speaker is Chimney Corners Alumna
ŶŶŝĞ^ƚĞĞƉĞƌDŽƌŝƚĂ͕,ĞĂĚŽĨ'ůŽďĂů/ŶƚĞƌĂĐƟǀĞ
ΘŝŐŝƚĂů^ƚƌĂƚĞŐǇĨŽƌƌĞĂŵtŽƌŬƐŶŝŵĂƟŽŶ͘
rd
WůĞĂƐĞZ͘^͘s͘W͘ƚŽ<ŝŵZĂŌĞƌǇďǇ:ƵůǇϮϯ
Ăƚ;ϰϭϯͿϲϮϯͲϴϵϵϭǆϭϲϵŽƌŬƌĂŌĞƌǇΛďĐĐǇŵĐĂ͘ŽƌŐ

More information is available about these
and other events online at www.bccymca.org.

