
Chimney Corners Association Remarks for Moms’ Weekend 

When it came time for my oldest daughter to tackle her college essay, it seemed a 
given that she would write about Chimney Corners.  Zoe didn’t focus on camp 
itself, but on a family ritual we have of stopping for lunch at the Taconic Diner.  
The diner marks the halfway point between camp and our house and after hours of 
driving, it appears like an oasis on the side of the Taconic Parkway.   We have 
stopped there every time we’ve come to camp and this is a brief version of what 
she wrote: 

Her essay begins with the waitress setting down a grilled cheese sandwich and a 
vanilla shake.  Zoe, then 8 years old, is too nervous to eat.  She is going to 
Chimney Corners Camp for the first time.  She nibbles a few bites of her lunch and 
thinks about how scared she is to leave home. But then Zoe wrote about loving 
Junior Unit, trying new activities and meeting new best friends.  She wrote that she 
couldn’t wait to come back.  

Zoe is again in the diner.  She is half-way through her grilled cheese and vanilla 
shake.  She is so excited because she has been accepted to go on an ICEP trip to 
Chile.  She can’t wait to get to camp, meet her group and be on her way.  She 
wrote about living with a host family and feeling good about the service work her 
group was doing.  She wrote about the confidence she gained and a new sense of 
independence.  

Zoe is anxious to leave the diner.  She is finishing up her last few bites of grilled 
cheese.  She will finally be on the CCC staff as an Assistant Counselor.  It is her 
turn now to welcome new campers and she knows how frightened some of them 
will be.  But she is excited to pass on the magic of camp to the next generation.  
She can’t wait for another summer to begin.  She gulps down the last sip of her 
vanilla shake and she’s on her way. 

*** 

I love that essay.  Zoe doesn’t know why I make such a big deal about it.  But I 
love that it’s about camp, and at the same time, about consistency and change.  The 
diner, the grilled cheese & shake, our tradition of stopping for lunch never 



changes.  But she changes - from an anxious little girl, to an eager teenager, and 
finally to a young adult, ready to take the lead.   

I spent 10 summers at Chimney Corners as a girl and have driven up the Taconic 
Parkway to bring my three children here for the past 15 years.  And when I come, I 
am hoping for that ‘grilled cheese and vanilla shake’ experience.  I want CCC to be 
the same as I remember, always welcoming and familiar.  We all do.  And that is 
because CCC, with all of its magic and tradition, is woven into our lives. 

We send our daughters here to get them away from the complex world where they 
are always, always connected.  We send them here to be outdoors in the sunshine 
and surrounded by other girls and phenomenal leaders.  Here, they can play on 
acres of land and at night they can look up and wish on 1,000 stars.  This is a 
community, a family, where children can be children. It is a place with the 
potential to change lives. 

Listen to your daughters’ stories.  They have so much to tell you about what they 
are doing here, their interests and who they are becoming – take the time to stay 
quiet and hear what they have to say.  You will learn a lot about them and it will 
send a message that they matter and their stories are important.  And, you will 
notice changes in them that you may not expect. 

Though Zoe remains a Chimney girl on the inside, the changes outside she wrote 
about were inevitable – children do grow up.  And those changes have made her 
the great person she’s become.  Likewise, CCC is always evolving to be what it 
needs to be for the Chimney families of today.  We are making significant changes 
at camp because, while we want things to stay the same, we also understand that 
change is due.  We are an Open Circle and we want everyone to feel accepted.   
But we are working hard to keep in mind the values and traditions we hold dear.  
Change helps us stay current, helps us to attract new families and keep our existing 
families coming back each year.  Change is good, but we need your help. 

*** 

The Annual Fund plays a critical role in our fundraising efforts.  This year, with 
your support, we need to raise over $850,000 in order to reach our financial goals.  
A significant portion of that - $800,000 - goes towards camperships.  More than 



100 campers at Becket and Chimney Corners are enjoying camp because we 
offered their families the financial assistance they required.  Without it, they 
simply would not have the opportunity to be here this summer.  In addition, the 
Annual Fund provides for our program and staff needs, facility maintenance and 
ever-increasing operational costs in order to keep camp affordable. 

I hope that you see the value that these camps provide your daughters and families 
and I ask you to join me in sharing any amount you are able.  We depend on you to 
keep our camps great and to preserve what we value and love here, and we simply 
cannot do it without you. 

These confident girls sitting here today are camp’s future.  I consider my gift to the 
Annual Fund an investment in their future and I am happy to make that investment.  
As you consider your Annual Fund gift today, please keep in mind that your 
daughters may spend many years here and that camp may be a part of your family 
for generations to come.   

When we were sitting in the diner back in 2005, I was hopeful.  I hoped that Zoe 
would like camp and that it would become the special place for her that it has been 
for me.  I guess it has, because I drove her here for her 12th consecutive summer 
just a few weeks ago, with a quick stop at the diner on the way.  I am happy that 
camp is something that we, along with her brother and her sister, will always share.  
Camp has been a part of our lives for such a long time.  And I ask for your help in 
keeping these camps secure long into the future. 

 

*** 

Thank you, 

Dede LaRock 
President of the CCC Association 


